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When we find ourselves in trouble with no appar- 
ent way out of it, do we commonly give more time 
to worry over it, or to prayer about it? The worry 
can never make our path plainer, or our troubles the 
less. Prayer may do both. There is a great deal of 
time lost in thinking over our burdens and perplex- 
ities instead of talking them over with God. 

A fresh interest was given to our readers in Miss 
Frances Ridley Havergal through our recent aketch 
of her work and that of her father, in the line of 
sacred music, as we published the poem written for 
our columns at the request of Mr. Ira D. Sankey. 
And.gow comes the news of her death. She will be 
mourned by very many who have been helped by 
her devotional writings, both poems and prose. The 
story told by Mr, Sankey, on another page, of his 
visit at her home, will be read with tender interest 
by all. And the poem from her pen, set to music of 
her father’s composing, which Mr. Sankey has for- 
warded to us, will have a double value now. 


To be able to take a keen enjoyment in all the 
circumstances and objects which go to make up one’s 
surroundings, is a veritable boon; for it greatly 
increases the amount of pleasure to be found in 
the various episodes of life. Some persons note what 
may be called the dramatic element in life much 
more sharply and constantly than others do; and 
existence means that much the more to them. But 
there is one serious danger to which persons of quick 





perceptions are exposed. It is the danger of trying 
to make the surroundings sanctify the event, rather 
than the event the surroundings. They like to begin 
their pet enterprises in a particular place or in a 
particular way ; they find it difficult to work unless 
the time and the environment are just as they want 
them to be; and they make even their repentance 
and other acts of piety depend more or less upon 
place and circumstance. All this is the very worst 
kind of ritualism, because it puts the symbol above 
the thing signified, and makes the accidents of more 
importance than the substance. It is far better to 
make the act so noble that it shall glorify its sur- 
roundings, than to seek to support the deed by any 
elaborate preparation of its accompaniments. A John 
Bunyan in Bedford Jail is always a nobler figure 
than a Napoleon III. with his trained eagles and 
theatrical trickery. 


To give a pastor a vacation is one thing. Every 
church ought to do that. But to deprive the church 
and congregation of all spiritual oversight and relig- 
ious ministry during the pastor’s vacation is quite 
another thing. No church has a right to do that. 
It is not enough to supply the pulpit in the pastor's 
absence. There ought also to be a specific arrange- 
ment with some minister to visit the sick, to attend 
funerals, and to do other pastoral work of immediate 
pressing necessity. These duties ought not to be 
left to some resident clergyman whose scanty purse 
forbids his leaving town for midsummer recreation ; 
at all events, without giving him proper pay for his 
special services. Such an arrangement as this would 
cost something. Of course it would. But it is in 
the line of the church’s unmistakable duty; and it is 
nothing less than culpable meanness or gross neglect 
that causes any church to be derelict just here. 
This is no imaginary evil. It is one of actual and 
positive magnitude. There are hundreds of city 
congregations throughout our country which, each 
summer, are left without even temporary or partial 
pastoral supply; and, as a consequence, the sick lack 
the gospel ministrations to which they are entitled ; 
and the families of the unburied dead are necessi- 
tated to go from place to place seeking a minister to 
conduct a Christian burial service. This is a crying 
evil which calls for attention and remedy. 


There is no clearer sign of the growing importance 
of the Sunday-school cause, than the fresh attention 
given to it in popular periodicals by writers who are 
evidently but little acquainted with its history, pur- 
pose, spirit, methods, and influence. They make some 
amusing blunders from their unfamiliarity with their 
theme ; but now that it is before their minds they 
will be likely to learn something about it, sooner or 
later. In one of the July magazines, for example, 
are two articles in this line: one on Sunday-school 
songs, and the other on Sunday-school methods. The 
freshness of his subject to the writer on the first- 
named topic is. evidenced by his frank admission : 
“T do not remember having ever read in all my life 
a careful review of any song or book of songs. I have 
certainly never read an adverse criticism of any 
Sunday-school songs.” In view of the prominence 
which has been given by the public press to reviews 
and criticisms of Sunday-school hymnology during 
the past ten years, this confession is much as if a 


writer on finance and currency were to preface his 





article with the statement that he was calling atten- 
tion to a subject of which he had seen no mention in 
the press of the country. The writer on Sunday- 
school exercises and methods is manifestly out of his 
sphere of experience or study; but he is as vigorous 
and positive as if he knew all about it. One of his 
pet ideas is, that the Bible and the Christian religion 
are quite too limited for the average Sunday-school, 
He is sure that “by adult classes a more thorough 
and reverent knowledge of the Bible will be gained 
if a large portion of their study is given to books 
which have nominally no connection with it what- 
ever.” These outside Sunday-school books are to in- 
clude “ the sacred books of other religious systems ;” 
because, as he looks at it, “acquaintance with the 
different religions in the world . . . is essential to a 
saving knowledge of our own.” Just think of it! 
Inviting guests to a dinner, and spreading before 
them all the repulsive and outlandish articles of food 
made use of by the various degraded orders of 
humanity, in the hope of thereby rendering more 
tempting such food as is known to be pure, nutritious, 
and healthful; or perhaps of inducing them to take 
a little of all sorts! Well, all this shows that the 
Sunday-school stream is rising. As it sweeps the 
banks, it takes in logs and roots which were high and 
dry before. As they tumble in, they muddy the 
water about them for a little time, Then they are 
washed clean, and they move with the current as 
gracefully as if they had been swimming all their 
lives. 





PROGRESS IN BIBLE STUDY. 


Now that the seven years’ course of International 
Bible lessons is nearly completed, there is a disposition 
on the part of many to look back and note the won- 
derfal advance in the popular study and acquired 
knowledge of the Bible throughout our country, and 
in the methods and standard of instruction in our 
Sunday-schools generally, since the adoption of this 
uniform lesson system. Those most familiar with the 
facts are most surprised at them. The gain has far 
exceeded the highest anticipations of the most san- 
guine and enthusiastic original advocates of this plan 
of study. It rivals, if it does not exceed, ali the 
progress in the same line during the preceding ninety- 
three years of the Sunday-school century; and in 
some particulars it transcends the aggregated gains 
of all the centuries of the Christian era. 

Never before was the Bible as a book widely studied, 
with such system and thoroughness, in the church of 
Christ. Whatever may be said of the fragmentary 
character of the International lesson selections ; of 
their “hop, skip, and jump” order ; of their “scrappy” 
nature, for which some have criticised them,—it is 
clear that they are greatly in advance of all former 
methods of Sunday-sehool study, in securing an exten- 
sive and a continued examination of the several 
books of the Bible, by themselves and in their relation 
to each other. There was certainly nothing of this 
sort in the old-fashioned catechism study. Nor was 
there in the “ Babel series” of question books which 
prevailed before the International series. Under the 
new system both teachers and scholars have been led 
to consider the differences in the books, and more 
or less of the peculiarities of each. The history of 
God’s peculiar people has been tracked consecutively 
down through the old dispensation and the new. 
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The kingdoms of Israel and Judah have come to 
be known as distinct from each other. The kings 
and the prophets of the two kingdoms are no longer 
intermixed confusedly. Each prophetical book— 
even though but a single lesson has been chosen from 
it—now stands out in the learner’s mind stamped 
with the peculiarities of its writer’s personality, in 
his day, and amid his special surroundings. So of 
each of the Gospels and epistles. Indeed, it is within 
bounds to say, that there are now thousands of Sun- 
day-school teachers and echolars who are more famil- 
iar with the main facts of the Bible in the sphere 
thus outlined than was the average American clergy- 
man of ten years ago, or of one hundred; while hun- 
dreds of clergyman have gained more knowledge in 
the same sphere during these last seven years than in 
all their lives before. 

Why, ten years ago not one minister in a thousand 
could have had access to the helps to Bible study— 
ancient and modern—which are now at a trifling cost 
available to Sunday-school teachers generally, in the 
examination of their weekly lesson. The ablest 
scholars of the Christian church have devoted them- 
selves to the critical exegesis and the popular expo- 
sition of the portions of Scripture included in this 
series, and the results of their labor have been prac- 
tically open to all. The choicest libraries of the 
world have been under contribution to throw light 
on these lessons in their passing. The freshest dis- 
coveries in Bible lands have been utilized for the 
same purpose. The unexampled demand created by 
this unity of study has justified the issue, in popular 
form, of works that were before inaccessible except 
to men of wealth and of travel. It has, in fact, had 
no small influence on the book-trade of the English- 
speaking world. And in addition to all that has 
been supplied in separate volumes, and in strictly 
Sunday-school periodicals, toward the exposition and 
illustration of these lessons, the popular comment on 


- them in the ordinary newspapers of the day, both 


religious and secular, with the necessitated references 
to them in sermons and addresses and social conver- 
sation, as well as at household worship and in family 
intercourse, has tended to create an atmosphere of 
Bible thought and Bible study such as was never 
known before since the sacred canon was completed. 

The fact that the same Bible lesson is studied 
throughout the country has justified teachers’-meet- 
ings, both local and general, fur united lesson study; 
specimen cr practice lessons at conventions and insti- 
tutes; public lectures on the current lessons, from 
the best preachers and teachers, in our principal 
cities and towns; and sermons in the same line from 
newly aroused preachers to newly interested hearers. 
From the pulpit to the infant class every department 
of the church and Sunday-school has felt the impulse 
of this vast onward sweep of united Bible study. 
And just so surely as the entrance of God’s words 
giveth light, and as the word of God is the agency 
by which the disciples of Christ are sanctified, is it 
true beyond a question that the standard of Chris- 
tian knowledge and Christian living and Christian 
faith has steadily risen in both church and Sunday- 
school, during the progress of this seven years’ course 
of systematic and united study of the word of God. 
It has been no mere acquaintance with the letter of 
the Bible text which has distinguished this new era 
of Christian instruction; the great doctrines of the 
divine word, and their applications to the individual 
mind and conscience, have been made prominent on 
every side to a degree never before attained to. This 
is obvious to any one who has an opportunity of test- 
ing the acquirements of teachers and scholars in the 
Sunday-schools of city and country at their quarterly 
and annual reviews; or who notes in other ways the 
contrast between these days and ten years ago. 

A single item of evidence of the increased interest 
in Bible study throughout the community is the 
unprecedented sales of Teachers’ Bibles, with their 
maps and indexes, and various added helps to an 
understanding of the Scriptures. Even in what are 
called the “hard times” since 1873, when retrench- 





ment in personal expenditure is the order on every 
side, there has been a readiness to purchase choice 
editions of the Bible at a cost formerly deemed quite 
beyond the means of any except the rich. Indeed, 
the great Bible presses of the world have been called 
to new activity to meet the enlarged demand in this 
direction. And this is in keeping-with every other 
sign of an uplifting of the Bible into a popular 
prominence hitherto utterly unknown. 

Yet with all these signs of progress, there are 
those who are sure, now as always, that the former 
days were better than these. There are ministers 
who have not kept up with their people in Bible 
study, and who therefore complain that their sermons 
excite less interest than formerly; there are teachers 
who never did study, and who never will, who sigh 
for the good old times when each class had its own 
question book or catechism, and the answers were all 
printed out in full. And there are others, ministers 
and laymen alike, who really are not quite sure 
whether the world moves or not—either forward or 
backward ; of course they do not realize what prog- 
reas has been made in the past seven years. So, we 
are often asked if we can give any proof that the 
International lesson system has been a success; that 
there has been any substantial gain through its 
agency over the systems—or the chaos—which pre- 
ceded it. Proof! Why, we should as soon think of 
offering proof that noonday is brighter than mid- 
night; that the average man weighs more than the 
average child; that the speed of the modern loco- 
motive is greater than the old-fashioned ox-cart. 
All we have to say to such inquiring doubters is, 
that if the progress of the past seven years in the 
extensiveness and system and thoroughness of popu- 
lar Bible study is not yet perceptible to them, we 
shall not have time in the course of the next seven 
years to waste in an effort to prove it. The progress 


is none the less because they fail to perceive it. 


OTHER PEOPLE’S IGNORANCE. 


One of the most unendurable things in the world 
is other people’s ignorance. Our own lack of knowl- 
edge gives us more or less concern, according to the 
activity of our ambition or the stings of our con- 
sciences. But we can offer, in plea for ourselves, a 
thousand extenuations which we cannot plead for 
others. Our circumstances have been peculiar; our 
disadvantages have been great; and our intentions 
have been good. But the ignorance of others is a 
very different matter. We are really unable to speak 
of it with patience; for have they not grossly neg- 
lected their opportunities for acquiring wisdom, 
refused to see even when knowledge was almost forced 
upon them, and been contented to endure in quiet- 
ness a disgraceful state of stupidity? Are we not 
doing our whole duty, then, if we soften our contempt 
into pity, and sympathize with them instead of despis- 
ing them? 

If any one is tempted to reason thus, or to look 
with a patronizing eye upon the defects or the 
foibles of those who are really his equals or his 
superiors, it will be a salutary thing for him to be 
brought sharply against his own deficiencies. The 
limitations of knowledge are such as to remind those 
who are proud of their wisdom that a modest bearing 
is very desirable. When we laugh at others, we may 
wisely remember that we too are equally subject to 
jest and ridicule. “ At sea,” says a recent writer, 
“a pereon’s eye being six feet above the surface of 
the water, his horizon is only two miles and four-fifths 
distant ; yet his tongue will as freely wag of the 
world as if it were all spinning under his eye. We 
freely discuss the ignorance of those we believe to be 
less intelligent than ourselves, never thinking that 
we are the cause of like amusement to those who are 
more intelligent than we are. Fewer laugh with us 
than at us.” Ofthe great majority of subjects we 
must really remain in profound ignorance all our 
lives. So extensive is the whole field of possible 
knowledge that we must be conteat with a very gen- 
eral survey of its expanse, and can thoroughly culti- 


vate but a little corner of it. Even in special branches 
over-confidence is a dangerous thing. If we master 
them now, we may be pretty sure that future years 
will wear off the lustre of our pride; for pride is 
generally the possession of the shallow student, whose 
wisdom will be the soonest to fade. 

But those who are willing to admit all this are 
often unable to look with composure on the igno- 
rance of really great men concerning the simplest 
matters. “We grant,” they say, “that the human 
mind must remain unacquainted with many things; 
but surely it ought to be able to read and write, and 
to know that the world revolves around the sun, or 
that the river Amazon does not rua through Central 
Africa.” But even in looking at the very humblest 
departments of learning, it is well for us to retain 
both modesty and charity. In a very clever cartoon, 
in a recent issue of an illustrated paper, John Bull 
sits behind his favorite journal, reading about political 
difficulties in South America, and remarking to his 
prime minister : “The American war has broken out 

in. I don’t see how the North and South can 
hold together much longer.” Al this is very amusing, 
and reminds us of the colossal blunders in geography 
which the English papers used to make. But how 
many Americans can tell, within a thousand miles, 
the distance between Afghanistan and Calcutta, or 
the causes of the Zulu war? Again, the Franco- 
German contest, or the unification of Italy, formed 
quite as important a part of modern history as our 
own struggle of fourteen years ago. What propor- 
tion of the intelligent citizens of an American city 
can give, with any accuracy, the merest outline of 
either ? ; 
» We ought to keep very clearly in mind the fact 
that greatness, in any line of human effort, is not 
always closely connected with what seems to us the 
very commonplaces of knowledge. Homer, Michael 
Angelo, Luther, Washington, achieved greatness 
without knowing anything about railroads, or tele- 
graphs, or sewing-machines; hence we conclude that 
these three things are not essential to true greatness. 
Real strength of mind and soul generaily utilizes its 
surroundings, but is not depeudent upon all of them. 
A great painter may be unable to write his name, 
and a world-renowned poet may not know if Tim- 
buctoo be the capital of Iceland. It isa great man’s 
duty to know as much as he can, especially of common 
things, but it is equally our duty to remember that 
he deserves respect and praise for what he really 
accomplishes. A noble work cannot be wrought with-— 
out a noble force; and it ill behooves the petty 
critic to deride what he can neither accomplish nor 
comprehend. A knowledge of orthography or 
geography is a good thing, but it has no right to set 
itself above a knowledge of the moral laws of the 
universe, or of the very heart and soul of poetry 
and art. 

It is needless to multiply examples; a single one 
will suffice. Take, for instance, the case of the artist 
Turner. His ignorance was little less than phenom- 
enal; he could scarcely write an intelligent English 
sentence, and yet he stood at the head of the land- 
scape painters of his time. He could not properly 
connect a substantive and a verb, but he could, catch 
a gleam of sunshine and imprison it on canvas. Is 
every bright school-boy therefore superior to Turner, 
or shall Turner the paintér be entitled to our respect, 
even if we laugh at Turner the writer? His latest 
biographer thus answers the question: “Turner's 
career proves conclusively that literary talent and the 
sort of education which fosters it are not, as so many 
believe, absolutely essential to the attainment of dis- 
tinction and success in life. The lesson which such 
men leave to us, when we understand both their 
excellence and their deficiency, is not to humiliate 
ourselves, not to lose our self-respect in their presence, 
and, on the other hand, not to attach too much impor- 
tance to our own superiorities over them, since they 
have done so easily without our accomplishments.” 

' "This is a hard lesson, but it is one that we must 
. learn sooner or later, 
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GOSPEL ODE. 


BY THE REV. THERON BROWN, 


O Word of Life! O voice of God to men! 
Speak to my heart again, again. 

Thro’ Sinai solemn trumpet blown, 

Or breathed in Calvary’s silver tone, 
Where sin extends its wintry shade 

As summer health thy sound is glad. 
Tis life and peace; ’tis love’s amen, 

And hope of bliss unknown. 


O Word of Life! O voice of God to men! 
Speak to my heart again, again. 

Thy righteous warnings wake to dreaa 
The frozen sense of sinners dead. 

On hearts athirst, on souls in pain, 

Thy doctrine drops like silent rain 

Thy promises like heavenly bread 

My fainting faith sustain. 

O Word of Life! O voice of God to men! 
Speak to my heart again, again. 

Like him im Horeb’s rocky cell, 

Like her who heard by Jacob’s well, 

I wonder—but I listen still, 

Till with the joyful sound I thrill, 

And run salvation’s news to tell. 

“ Good-will to men! good-will! ”’ 


O Word of Life! O voice of God to men 
Speak to my heart again, again. 

Thy tidings grand, thy music sweet, 
The prophets sang, the saints repeat. 
To swell that straim would men refuse 
The beasts their silence shall accuse : 
The very stones beneath their feet 
Shall shout “Good news, good news !”’ 


THE SECURITY OF BELIEVERS.. 
BY CHARLES 8, ROBINSON, D D. 

In a life like this, where nobody seems able to do more 
than conjecture and surmise, suppose, imagine, and 
speculate, it is a comfort to find even one man who can 
honestiy declare he /nows to a certainty that what he says 
is true, And indeed, it is still more remarkable, and still 
more comforting withal, to find that what he knows is 
that exactly which we have bad most doubt about. Hence 
no words in the New Testament come to us with more 
welcome or more wonder than these: ‘ And we know 
that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who ere the called according to his purpose.” 

Without doubt, the apostle is following on closely with 
his train of argument; and so these utterances must be 
connected with what goes before, and of course will find 
their first as well as their most legitimate explanation in 
the context. He means by this expression, “ all things,” 
all of which he has been speaking, all these things. And 
these are what he calls in general terms “the sufferings 
of the present time.” Hence the verse brings us at least 
this one thought, which initselfis very valuable: whatever 
in the providential arrangements of our daily existence 
during this imperfect state can make our hearts to suffer, 
has a consolatory alleviation behind it, that it is a part 
of one omniscient plan for our permanent benefit. It is 
working with other things for our good. 

Our perplexities and our harassments, our losses aod 
our crosses, our wounded pride and our disappo‘nted 
ambition, the desertion of our companion, the betrayal of 
our friend, our fears without and our fightings within, 
poverty, sickness, and bereavement, our doubts, our temp- 
tations, and our conflicts, indeed, whatever can make 
the brain weary or the heart sore,—all these work together 
for good. 

Such a verse as this, therefore, is simply priceless. 
It discloses a principle in the governing of this world 
which reduces everything to order. All these multiform 
and in many respects antagonistic agents are merely 
moving on to accomplish God’s will for his chosen. Life 
is a beautiful picture of method and fixed law. The 
verse is worth an analysis, and might do for the text of 4 
profitable sermon. All things act energetically —they 
“work.” All things act harmonious/y—they “ work to- 
gether.” All things act beneficently—they “ work together 
for good,” All things act definitely—they “work together 
for good to them that love God, who are the called accord- 
ing to his purpose.” 

The word rendered work here is one of the strongest in 
the language in which the New Testament was written. 
It is that from which our word “energy” comes by 
derivation. And the apostle employs it to denote the 
intensest and most tireless activity possible or conceiv- 
able. The universe is all alive under the divine hand 
Jesus Christ said, as if to enforce the thought, “ My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.’”’ The earth rocks 
with the violence of the history that.sweeps across it. 

One grand vision there is presented to us in the Scrip- 





tures, which is intended to image directly the unresting 
and tireless providence of God. It is that which the 
prophet Ezekiel saw by the river Chebar, the living 
creatures and the wheels. As you study his description, 
no one characteristic will more impress itself upon your 
imagination than the limitless energy with which all 
their movements are accomplished. The living creatures 
had wings, but even the wings were stretched upwards, 
They went; but we are told that when they went, they 
flew. They were like lamps; but the lamps seemed 
unable to be still; they blazed to and fro, up and down. 
They were like coals of fire; but the coals were neither 
lurid nor dull, they burned and flashed with kindled 
flame. And they “ran and returned as the appearance 
of a flash of lightning.” 

Now remember that all these are but symbols of the 
providential interpositions of God in human affairs, Let 
any thoughtful man cast his eye around the world as it 
has appeared during the past five or ten years. See how 
events have hurried. .There has not been one day of 
quiet in all the grand army of God. Despotisms have 
been overturned. Thrones have been moved. Many a 
door has been opened for the gospel almost as mysteri- 
ously as that of Simon Peter’s prison by the angel from 
heaven. You may call these movements the advance- 
ment of civilization as you will; they are really the 
“ workings” of Godin person. This is the falfillment 
of prophecy : “ The breaker is come up before them ; they 
have broken up and have passed through the gate, and 
are gone out by it, and their King shall psss befvre them, 
and the Lord on the head of them.” One purpose of God 
rules the whole world. 

What is that purpose? The verses which follow this 
one state it clearly: “For whom he did foreknow he 
also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, that he might be the first-born among many 
brethren. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he 
also called: and whom he called, them he also justified ; 
and whom he justified, them he also glorified.” Here is 
one vast plan to bring home the sons of God to glory; 
and they have to be chosen, trained in spirit, called, justi- 
fied by an atonement, and glorified. The purpose is 
complex in particulars, and no one was ever able just to 
arrange the details in order of time. To our human eyes 
God’s decrees seem—like oranges in the tropics—to be 
growing on the tree of life blossoms and fruits at the 
very same moment. When he began to predestinate, or 
when he will cease to glorify, we cannot say. But it is 
evident that he is agitating the race with all these decrees 
at once. The principal difficulty we experience, and the 
chief mistake we make, is in thinking that because we 
can see how things work, we can also pronounce how 
they work together. We try toadjust the wheels in the 
middle of the wheels. 

In the proudest moment of our vaunting wisdom, we 
find ourselves entirely at fault in prediction. Results 
prove our computations to be puerile and vain. We are 
wont to look upon the world part at atime. We imagine 
we quite understand the architecture of the universe 
when we have examined one brick under a microscope. 
We study history piecemeal, and are fain to complain 
that it eludes all law of sagacious anticipation. Way 
should it not? For God brings to naught the things that 
are by the things that are not ; and when the information 
of most of us is so short concerning things that are, who 
shall say he is acquainted with all the possibilities of 
things that are not? 

Hence our impertinence. Because we are disap- 
pointed, we assert that the race is governed by a reckless 
caprice. Comets of “things that are not” deep dashing 
in among the planets “ that are,” which we had just got 
arranged to suit our plan when we had arisen to prophesy. 
And we cry out that life is unsettled, and events are 
lawless. Some wheels, we deem ourselves profound 
enough to say, are working in the wrong direction. Some 
levers, we are certain, act backwards and cause collision. 
It needs a great deal of humility to admit tha: we know 
nothing about the manner in which the spiritual adjust- 
ments are made, and tranquilly to rest in the satisfied 
conclusion that all the machinery of divine government 
is managed safely, and is under intelligent control. All 
things work “ together.” 

Nor is this all: even the highest faith seems sometimes 
to think it has reached proper measure of acquiescence 
when it can say that all will be right by and by. Truer 
confidence is that which can answer, it is all right now. 
One fine point there is in this verse which must not be 
overlooked. Inspiration sometimes resides in a tense of 
grammar And the verse does not assert—all things wi// 
work together for good —but all things are now working. 
The mutual arrangements for advantage are moving for- 
ward this very day and hour. Your little trouble and 





mine, yesterday and this morning, is fully as much 
embraced in the divine plan as Ahasuerus’ sleepless 
night, Paul’s shipwreck, or Isaish’s martyrdom. God’s 
understanding is clear, and anticipatory of these human 
experiences, 

We must rid our minds of the impression that the 
stream of almighty providence is like a turbid rivulet, 
which a child knows he must wait to have settled before 
it will run crystal after a storm. God’s river of human 
life is impenetrable to our eyes, not because it is roiled 
with a débris of earthly confusion, but because in itself 
it is deep and shadowy in majestic windings of its channel. 
If a man supposes that he can always fathom a purpose 
which begins at the throne of the Lamb, runs through 
foreknowledge and predestination, touches at conformity 
and the supremacy of Christ, flows across effectual call- 
ing, broadens into justification, and ends in glory, he 
has poor register of his own attainments and wonderfifl 
conceit of his own gifts. He who sits down on the banks 
of the two verses I have just quoted, would do well to let 
sounding-lines alone, and look along the sweet shores 
where he will find many a tree with glorious fruitage, 
whose leaves are for the healing of the nations. 

So here is a moment for us to sing a bright song. All 
things not only work together, but work together “ for 
good.” The expression, literally rendered, would read, 
they work together info good. They all play into one 
grand purpose, and that is beneficent in its bearing 
altogether. “ What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how 
sha!l he not with him also freely give us all things? Who 
sball lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is 
God that justifieth : who is he that condemneth? It is 
Christ that died, yea rather, that is nisen again, who is 
even at the right hand of God, who also maketh inter- 
cession for us,” 

Now let us note, for one thing, that tits good of which 
the apostle is speaking is individual good, as distinct from 
universal. Hitherto it has been deemed a necessary 
element of all human philosophies that now and then 
it shculd be expedient to have one man die for the nation ; 
that ia some instances an isolated interest must be struck 
down in order to save the public weal. But with God 
this is not so. No friction nor fracture can be found in 
his government. The “good” is for all because it is for 
each. The general good is secured by securing the indi- 
vidual good universally. 

And then let us note, for another thing, that this good 
of which the apostle is speaking is real good, as distinct 
from apparent. Under the gospel these do indeed often 
coincide. Honor and thrift, success and fame, accrue not 
infrequently to the Christian. But this is all adventi- 
tious ; the aim is at the real good, whether it can be seen 
or not seen. What that may be in any specific case, God 
knows best; and he acts on his own knowledge, not on 
our impressions or in answer to our desires. That is to 
say, he is the judge concerning the particular good for 
the accomplishment of which all the agencies of his prov- 
idence are working. 

So it may be quite possible, and doubtless it is often 
the case, that circumstances of deepest trial are all the 
time working for our prodigious advantage ; and yet the 
world’ is pitying our misfortune, and even we ourselves 
are disposed to murmur at the sharp lot, rather than 
wait for the result of the discipline. 

“ Here in our chrysalis state we lie 
Shaping our wings for a heavenly birth ; 
And the spirit, which fain would mount and fly, 
Is bound by life’s pitiful clogs to earth. 
But sooner or later its chains shall be riven ; 
We shall gain the knowledge for which we sigh ; 
Why much was withheld, and little given— 
We shall know God’s reason by and by.” 


Meantime, it must never be forgotten that providence 
works definitely, and chooses its own beneficiaries. The 
recipients of God’s favor are—on the human side—those 
“that love God;” and—on the divine side—those who 
are the “called according to his purpose.” Whoever 
loves God is the elect of God. Whether any one of us 
in particular, therefore, is of right embraced in such an 
announcement as that we have been studying, depends 
on a solemn question yet unanswered, “ Am I his, or am 
I not?” Once that is settled, the security of each be- 
liever is fixed. ‘“ Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long, we 
are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors, through him 
that loved us.” 

In one supreme moment now real Christians sweep out 
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of their individual nothingness, and become the very 
notables—the kings and priests of Christ’s realm. 

It may not be easy to explain philosophically how it 
happens that a believer's soul is perfectly at rest in the 
midst of tempestuous troubles, as soon as he is certain 
that Obrist is his Saviour under the covenant; but 
assuredly this is a fact. I once knew a devoted woman, 
whose husband was brought dead into her room, after 
an hour’s departure in the fullness of strength. They 
laid him on the sofa, while the tearless wife sat distracted, 
smoothing his hair. Noone could speak, as the awful 
hour passed on. Suddenly she turned to the hushed 
group of friends around: “ Will some one please start a 
hymn?” was her amazing request. They. could not 
choose. One whispered, “God moves in a mysterious 
way.” Another suggested, “In the Christian’s home in 
glory.” But they finally appealed to the mourner to 
make her own choice. She exclaimed instantly, “ Not 
all the blood of beasts,” 

They obeyed, of course; and through the first two or 
three stanzas she simply beat the time with an uncon- 
scious gesture, But as they advanced, her voice began 
to join with the others. When they reached, “ My faith 
would lay her hand,” she suddenly spoke the words, and 
sang on, while her eyes filled with sweet, natural tears. 
And in the last verse she found her comfort, for her soul 
went wholly out in joy under the fresh sense of pardoned 
sin: if only her future was secure, what mattered earthly 
trial now? 

“ Believing, we rejoice 
To see the curse remove ; 

We bless the Lamb with cheerful voice, 
And sing his dying love.” 

The meaning of all this experience seems to be found 
in the fact that, once the Ohristian reaches his spiritual 
rest in a Saviour, all minor disquiets cease to disturb 
him. When sin is removed, God is his father, Jesus is 
his elder brother, and heaven is his home. Hence he 
abides in the cotfidence of an unfaltering faith. 

What new significance such a consideration puts upon 
our daily life! See where we are to-day. One all-per- 
vading spirit agitates the world. The old earth is but 
the field now where redemption is working out for our 
race; God spares the planet yet a while from final fires 
just for that. We see strange sights and cannot under- 
stand them. Dismal forebodings, falling fortunes, thwarted 
plans, tumults, wars, pestilences, and earthquakes,—all 
this world is restless and alarmed. Still nothing is going 
awreck. “O ye of little faith! why ate ye troubled?” 

Let the deluge rise at will: it will only .bear each 
floating ark nearer heaven. “For I am persuaded that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa- 
rate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” 





DESIGN. 
BY THE REV. WILLIAM W. NEWTON. 


When Robinson Crusoe saw the human footprints in 
the sand on his desert island, they proved to him that 
he was not alone there, These footprints of a fellow- 
man, when followed up, revealed to him the man Friday. 
Now let us suppose Robiason trying to teach his at- 
tendant some lessons in Obristian truth. He takes out 
his watch, and, hiding it in the sand, makes known his 
discovery. ‘“ How came it there?” asks Orusoe. It is 
very wonderful. Friday looks at it, and hears it tick, 
and sees the wheels go around. He does not know what 
to say about it. He sees the shells and stones and mosses 
tossed up by the tide. They seem to have happened 
there. And therefore Friday thinks the watch happened 
te be made, and happened to be thrown up on the sand. 

“No, no!” says Robinson, “this cannot be; don’t 
you see the marks of a creator here?” It is just as 
evident that some designer has made this watch as it was 
evident to me that another man wason this island when 
I saw your footprints in the sand. And so,” he contin- 
ues, “it is with this world. The footprints of the Creator 
are here. Here are marks of design. This world could 
never have happened to come into being itself, any more 
than this watch happened to grow out of the sand, or the 
print in the sand happened to be made without any foot 
being there,” ‘ 

There is no such proof of the existence and providence 
of God as that which comes to us from the testimony of 
the rocks, from the evidences of design in the structure 
of the universe. It was the great philosopher, Kant, 
who said that there were two things which stirred his 
soul: one was the starry heavens in space, the other was 
the moral nature within him. There was design in each 
of these worlds; this great eenter world of Nature, and 





this inner world of the Soul. Here it is ‘we find that 
“day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge.” 

Some time ago I visited one of the largest silk manu- 
factories in the world, and saw the methods of work,— 
from the store-rooms full of raw material in the shape of 
dried silk-worms, to the selling-room, crowded with the 
most elaborate patterns of figured silks. 

The most wonderfal of all the looms is the famous 
Jacquard loom, invented by a poor French weaver of 
Lyons. A card pattern of the design is placed in an 
endless chain of card-board over the loom, and this 
pattern guides the busy shuttle and the million delicate 
silk fibres of thread. As I heard the deafening noise of 
the hundreds of looms, and saw these scattered miscella- 
neous threads coming out into elegant figured silks, with 
leaves and grapes and figured tracery work upon them, I 
thought to myself, I might just as well say all this hap- 
pened to come by accident, and was all a guess or chance, 
as to say that this universe and all things in it, could 
have come into being by chance. It is the fool who hath 
said in his heart, There is no God. We see God’s foot- 
prints all around us, 





MISS HAVERGAL AND HER HYMNS, 
BY IRA D, SANKEY. 


Another of earth’s sweetest singers has gone to join the 
grand chorus of the skies,—Frances Ridley Havergal is 
dead. No, not dead, but entered into the rest that 
remaineth for the “ peopie of God.” 

A friend writes me: ‘“‘She had been at a meeting, took 
cold, and after a very short illness passed away, but in 
the fall hope of seeing Him who hath loved us, and washed 
us from our sins in his own blood.” 

It was my privilege to spend two very happy weeks 
in her home during the month of April, and, together 
with her sister Maria (an elder sister), I do not think L 
ever met two more diligent and faithful workers in the 
cause of Christ. It was a great thing to write such a 
hymn as “I gave my life for thee” (No. 59, Gospel 
Hymns No. 2), and, later still, “Take my life, and let it 
be” (No, 13, Gospel Hymns No. 3), but it was a much 
greater thing to live the latter hymn. It was only a few 
weeks ago that she told me that ever since the day she 
wrote that hymn it had been her constant prayer and desire 
that she might live it; and I think she succeeded in the 
accomplishment of this wish, so far as it is possible for 
mortals here below. Every waking hour was spent in 
doing good. Within a year she has written a number of 
small books for children, which have had a very large 
circulation. Alsoa large collection of her poems and 
hymns have been arranged and compiled by her; and 
while we were at her late home (near Swansea, South 
Wales), she was busily engaged in writing, and correcting 
proof for, another book for children. I am sure our 
American children would be delighted with her later 
books, and I hope they will soon be introduced into our 
country. Although she had selected a quiet and retired 
place, out of town or city, and close by the sea, for a 
temporary home, yet she held meetings, several times a 
week, in the homes of the poor and lowly, and some- 
times in the homes of the rich. A day or two after I 
arrived at her home, she came to me and asked if I should 
object to having a few of her friends invited in to attend 
our evening prayers with the family,—I was refraining 
from all public meetings on account of a severe cold 
taken while holding services in the north of England 
during the winter,—and I told her to bring them in; and 
she filled the house every evening for nearly the whole 
two weeks that I spent there; and thus, by her zeal for the 
Master, I was caused to give my first Bible readings, 
which we believe and trust were blessed to the souls of 
not a few. Just after we left her home, she held a large 
meeting in Swansea, of women only, where she sang and 
spoke with unusual power. 

The following is a part of her letter written on the last 
day of April, in which she speaks of the Lord using me 
“at second-hand” in that meeting : 

THE MUMBLEsS, April 30, 1879. 

I am glad you are resolute in resting till you are really 
better. It takes more grace, I think, to say “ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me not dof” than the other thing. I must snatch five 
minutes to tell you how beautifully the Lord used you at second- 
hand the other night. It occurred to me to mention what you 
told me about your having given yourself to the Lord in the 
dark, just determining you must and would be on the Lord’s 
side whether or no, though you didn’t feel or see. A young 
lady at the meeting was so struck with this, she said I had “ just 
been describing her exactly,’’ and she went home and took the 
plunge in the dark, told the Lord she must and would be his, 
whether or no, out and out, without the least bit of “ feeling” or 
any light or comfort at all. And so, just as I expected, she 
very soon found that Jesus had just taken her at her word, as 





she took him, and that he had taken her, sins and all, and 
within two or three days she was rejoicing in the Lord. She 
came out from Swansea to tell me a few days ago. I always 
said I would not work with boys and lads, because I thought I 
understood girls better, but somehow boys will come to me. 
I had about two dozen hanging about the door last evening, 
ready to be talked to as much as I liked. They bring each other 
to sign my temperance book. So the Lord just puts them into 
my hands, and I must go forward. F. R. HAVERGAL. 

Miss Havergal was a very fine musician and singer, 
but she will be known and remembered longer by her 
hymns, I think, than by her singing or her prose. She 
was greatly delighted when I told her how much her 
hymn “I gave my life for thee” had been used and 
blessed in America, and said, ‘“‘ How little we know what 
the Lord may take into his own hand and use! I was 
but a young girl when I wrote that hymn, and, after I 
had written it, I was so little impressed with it that I 
threw it on the fire, thinking that it was not worth pre- 
serving ; but a friend, sitting by, rescued it just in time to 
save it; and after it had lain away in my friend’s portfolio 
for a year or two, it was brought out and given to the 
world.” : 

Miss Havergal’s father was one of the finest musicians 
in England. He was the author of the tune “ Evan;” 
(No. 107, Gospel Hymns No. 1), which is one of the most 
popular and useful tunes used by the Christian church 
to-day throughout the world. I send you one of Miss 
Havergal’s latest hymns, set to her father’s music; this, 
with a number of other new hymns, some of them set to 
her own music, she gave me, when I last saw her at her 
little home by the sea, with the earnestly expressed wish 
that God might be pleased to use them to the winning of 
many precious souls to himself. 

“ What a blessed company are gathering on the other 
shore, and ‘ what will it be to be there!’ How grand and 
blessed it will be, when we get home, to see the many 
servants of God of whom we have heard, and yet not seen 
in this life! Whata time of. meeting old friends and 
getting acquainted with our Father’s children!” These 
were some of the last words I heard her speak, as we 
walked along the quiet lane leading to the station where 
we were to take the train for the North. Little did we 
think then that one of us would so soon be called into the 
“presence of the King.” Oh that we too may be’ 
enabled, by his grace, to say truly, and from the heart: 

“Take my life, and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to thee ; 
Take my hands, and let them move 
At the impulse of thy love.” 
Bowness, English Lakes, June 6, 1879. 
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NANCE’S FAITH. 
BY ELEANOR KIRK. 


“T tell you, father, the Lord will provide. He always 
does ;” said “ Nance” Baker, the flower-girl, one bitter 
cold winter morning. “It’s no kind of use:to fret and 
give up,” she continued, “just because our time don’t 
happen to be the Lord’s time.” With such cheery words 
as these the young girl moved round the poverty-stricken 
apartment, doing all in her power to comfort and encour- 
age her invalid father, and poor little crippled sister, who 
sat crouching over a few smoking fine sticks, trying in 
vain to warm her trembling hands. An hour before 
Nance had gone out, and brought in a basket of flowers. 
There were tea roses, scarlet geraniums, mignonette, box, 
and a variety of green leaves. By the sale of these 
beautiful blossoms, Nance supported herself and those 
dependent upon her. The girl’s fingers had grown to be 
very deft in the arrangement of these small, bouquets, 
and now, having finished, she prepared to leave for her 
stand on Broadway. 

“O Nance!” the old man exclaimed, as his daughter 
tied on her hood, “ if the Lord would only send us a bit of 
mutton, or beef, or something, I should believe he did 
provide for us. Oh, the gnawing in my stomach is 
awful, Nance!” 

“Just fancy you smell it cooking, father!” Nance 
replied lightly, trying to keep up her courage until she 
could put some distance between herself and those hungry, 
longing faces. “If I have good luck with my bouquets, 
as soon’s I get down, and Billy Riley happens along, I’ll 
send you up a pound or two of mutton. If I don’t have 
good luck, my chickens,”—this was the girl’s pet name 
for the two invalids,—“ then you must remember that, for 
some reason or other, the Lord thinks we're better off 
without it.” 

“Tl try, Nance,” said the old man simply ; “ So’ll I!” 
said the cripple; and then Nance kissed them both, and 
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From Glory unto Glory. 


(2 Cor. 3: 18.) 
Words by FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL. 























Music by CANON HAVERGAL. 
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4 From glory unto glory! though tribulation fall, 
It cannot touch our treasure, when Christ is All in All! 
Whatever lies before us, there can be naught to fear ; 
For what are pain and sorrow when Jesus Christ is near. | 
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From glory unte’glory ! what mighty blessings crown 

The lives for which our Lord hath laid his own so freely down! 
The arm of God to keep us; the hand of God to guide ; 
Jehovah’s Triune Presence within, us to abide. 


ran down the rickety stairs singing “The Lord is my 
shepherd” in a clear ringing contralto, that brought a 
smile to her father’s face in spite of all his misery. 

The flower-girl’s establishment was well placed, and 
though only a short time in the business she had numbered 
several regular customers. Of course profits were small, 
and it took a good many bouquets to keep starvation 
away from the family on Ninth Avenue; but Nance was 
full of courage, and consequently sure of success. There 
was never much doing before nine o’clock, and by that 
time Nance had her counter all arranged, looking, this 
dull December morning, like a bright little oasis in a very 
uncomfortable and noisy desert. To the girl’s great sur- 
prise a lady was her first customer,—a delicate, high-bred 
lady, who stopped her carriage half a block 7 and 
walked straight to the stand. 

“What will you have?” she inquired with a ree 
smile for this early purchaser, wondering all the time 
what could send a lady out at such an hour, and why 
she didn’t go to a hot-house for her flowers. 

“Some of your bouquets certainly,” said the lady, 
throwing the dark veil which had partially concealed her 
features quite one side; “but first I want to ask a very 
great favor of you.” 

“ Of me, ma’am ?” said Nance, more and more surprised. 

The lady opened her pocket-book, and taking out a 
ten-dollar gold piece and a folded slip of paper, replied : 

“Yes, of you. A tall gentleman, with very long, 
black whiskers, buys a bouquet of you every morning. 
You remember him,” as the flower-vender’s face bright- 
ened at this description. 

“T couldn’t very well forget him,” said Nance, “ for 
he always gives me ten cents more than I ask for.” 

“ Well,” the lady went on, “I want you to make me 
a small button-hole bouquet of one tea rose, a bud, and 
some geranium leaves, and to tuck this note among the 
flowers. If you will oblige me in this matter, I shall 
thank you as long as I live, and this gold piece is yours.” 

Nance looked at the money with longing eyes. There 
was mutton, wood, and coal,a new comforter for her 
father’s bed, a warm sack for Kitty, and a thick shawl 
for herself, in this yellow coin. Nance knew the prices 
of things, and her trade had made computation as simple 
as the alphabet; but she hesitated, shook her head 
slightly, attempted to speak, and thought better of it. 
The flower-girl’s sense of propriety was as keen as her 
judgment, and there seemed something very underhanded, 





if not actually improper, in such an action. This lady 
looked and appeared like an angel. The black-whiskered 
gentleman was the handsomest and kindest man Nance 
had ever seen, and she wouldn’t make trouble for him 
for all the gold pieces in the world. 

“Please say yes, my good girl!” the stranger began 
again in so sweet a tone that the girl’s courage almost 
failed her. “ Let me tell you something. That gentleman 
is my husband, and we haven’t met for two years. I was 
wholly to blame. I thought I could see him sooner this 
way than any other. Will you do it?” 

“Yes,” said Nance with more impulse than elegance ; 
“Tl do it if I swing for it. A rose and a bud, you say, with 
some geranium leaves. There you are!” and the flower- 
girl held up the bouquet. “I'll tuck the note right in 
here. Oh, ma’am, I’msosorry for you! Indeed,Iam. If 
it’s all right, the Lord will bringit out all right; he al- 
ways does. But if you ain’t careful he’ll be here in 
a minute. Sometimes he pops right r.und that corner.” 

“T will get into my carriage,” said the lady, trying to 
hide her nervousness and emotion; “and if he reads the 
note here, you can tell him where to find me.” 

The gold piece passed into the girl’s hand, and the lady 
walked away. It was fully fifteen minutes afterward 
when the black-whiskered gentleman made his appear- 
ance. “Good morning,” he said pleasantly. “ You are 
almost as bright as your flowers this morning, my girl. 
Have you had good luck so early?” 

“Yes, sir,” replied Nance. ‘“ What’s good luck for the 
folks I like is good luck for me.” 

The gentleman looked a little surprised, and then cast 
his eyes over thebouquets to choose one for himself. 

“ Here’s one, sir,”’ said Nance, taking the simplest of all 
of them in her hand, “and I made it purpose for you.” 

“ That’s queer,” said he, apparently more to himself 
than his companion. “How should you know that I 
liked tea roses arranged in this manner?” 

“Oh! a little bird flew over and told me,” said Nance, 
wondering if, when folks turned as deathly pale as this 
gentleman did, they always fainted clear away, and 
what she should do if such a calamity were to happen to 
him? Then gathering all her forces she said, “ And that 
ain’t all, sir. There’s a letter in there for you;”’ and 
without waiting to see him read it, or ask any questions, 
she continued, “and the one that wrote it is up there in 
that carriage a waiting for you.” 

The gentleman walked away a few paces, read the 


little message, and the1 like one in a dream slowly re- 
traced his steps. “Ill come back and pay you f r my 
flowers by and by,” he said, and then Nance saw him 
walk up to the carriage, and enter it. A half-hour 
after a pair of horses were reined up to the flower-stand, 
and a pair of happy faces smiled down on Nance, who 
forgot her customers and almost everything else in the 
sight of so much happiness. ‘“ Now tell me what your 
name is,” said the gentleman in so kind a tone that the 
tears sprang to the girl’s eyes. 

“Nance,” she answered simply; ‘ Nance Baker.” 

“ And you have an invalid father and sister to support, 
you told me?” 

“Yes, sir,” said Nance. 

“ And you told me once that the Lord would surely 
provide for you all?” the gentleman asked again. 

“ Yes, sir,” the girl replied. “I have always trusted 
him, and I shall as long as I live. He’s been good to 
you, sir!” 

“Yes, Nance, and may I be worthy this great kind- 
ness!” the man replied reverently ; “and my dear girl, 
so long as my wife,” this with a proud glance at the sweet 
face beside him, “or I live, you nor yours shall never 
want.” 

“T never thought ’twould be this way,” said Nance 
with a rare smile; “but I knew the Lord would not let 
my father and sister suffer much longer without coming t » 
the rescue. I haven’t done anything particular for 
either of you, but if you feel that the Lord wants you t« 
be kind to me or mine, I know for sure that that’s the 
square thing to do.” 

That afternoon the neighbors all wondered what had 
happened to the Bakers. A half of a sheep hung ou'- 
doors by the side of the chamber window, and inside of 
the room there seemed to be great rejoicing. Mr. Mor- 
rison, for that was the gentleman’s name, was as good 4#* 
his word, and this poor family has been well cared fer 
sever since. Mrs. Morrison attended to the girl’s educa 
tion, and the old man had the best attention for his 
rheumatism that New York could furnish. 

Nance often says to her sister that she’d like to know 
what this husband and wife quarreled about; but Mr. 
and Mrs. Morrison keep their own counsel, and it is nut 
likely that her curiosity will ever be gratified. Nance sells 
no more flowers, and, when questioned about her good 
fortune, invariably answers, “The Lord did it, and I 
knew he would.” 
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* INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1879.) 


. June 29.—Review. 


| Third Quarter, 1879.| 
1. July 6.—Peace with God Rom, 5: 1-10 
2. July 13.— The Security of Believers, Rom. 8 : 28-39 
3. July 2.—OChristian Love 1 Cor. 13: 1-18 
. July 27.—Victory over Death..........................--1 Cor. 15: 50-58 
. August 3.—The Ministry of Reconciliation 
§. August 10.—The Fruit of the Spirit 
. August 17.—The Christian Armor 
. August 24.—The Mind of Christ 
. August 31.—Practical Religion 3: 
. September 7.—The Coming of the Lord 1 Thess. 4; 13-18 
. Beptember 14.—The Christian in the World..............1 Tim. 6: 6-16 
September 21.—The Christian Citizen Titus 3: 1-9 
4. September 28.—Review. 


LESSON 2, SUNDAY, JULY 13, 1879. 
Title: THE SEQURITY OF BELIEVERS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Lr Gop BE FOR US, WHO CAN BE AGAINST US? 
—Rom, 8: 31. 


Lesson Topic: The Believer’s Joy. 


1. In God’s Call, y. 28-30. 
Outline: 2. In God’s Love, vy. 31-34. 
3. In God’s Nearness, y. 35-39. 


HOME READINGS, 


Monday, July 7: Rom, 8: 28-39. The believer’s joy. 
Tuesday, July 8: 1 Pet. 2: 1-11. Called to God’s light. 
Wednesday, July 9: 1 John 3: 1-10. Called to God’s likeness. 
Thursday, July 10: 1 John 4: 7-15, Loved of God. 

Friday, July 11: 1 John 4: 16 to5: 3. Loving God. 
Saturday, July 12: Psa, 139: 1-12. God with the believer. 
Sunday, July 13: Rev, 7: 9-17. The believer with God. 


LESSON TEXT. 
[Rom. 8 : 28-39.] 


28. And we know that all things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are the called according to 
his purpose, 

29. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestiaate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the first- 
born among many brethren. 

30. Moreover, whom he did predestinate, them he also called: 
and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he 
justified, them he also glorified. 

31. What shall we thea say to these things? 
us, who can be against us? 

32. He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things? 

33. Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? 
it is God that justifieth, 

34. Who is he that condemneth ? Jt is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of 
God, who also maketh intercession for us. 

35. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shail 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or peril, or sword? 

36. As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day 
long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. 

37. Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us. 

38. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, 

39. Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord, 


If God be for 


BIBLE LIGHTS. 
Rom, 8: 28, Work together for good,——-As for you, ye 
thought evil against me; but God meant it unto gvod, to bring 
to pass, as i is this day, to save much people alive. Gen. 


50: 20, Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which 
thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he 
might prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end. Deut. 
8: 16.——Our light afiliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
2 Cor, 4: 17,———I know that this shall turn to my salvation 
through your prayer. Phil. 1:19. Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. Heb. 
12: 6.——-The trying of your faith worketh patience. Jas. 1: 3. 

The called. Every purpose of the Lord shall be per- 
formed, Jer. 51: 29. As many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed. Acts 13: 48.——-Among whom are ye also the 
called of Jesus Christ. Rom. 1: 6.——According to the eternal 
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord. Eph. 
3: 11.——God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ, 1 Thess, 5: 9.——The God 
of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ 
Jesus. 1 Pet. 5: 10. 

Vv. 29. Foreknow.——Thou hast said, I know thee by 
name, and thou hast also found ‘grace in my sight. Ex, 





33 : 12,——The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous. Psa. 
1: 6.——I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work 
iniquity. Matt. 7: 23.——The foundation of God standeth 
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them that are his. 
2 Tim, 2: 19.—~—Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father. 1 Pet. 1: 2,——And all that dwell upon the earth 
shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of 
life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Rey. 
13: 8. 

Predestinate.~—-Having predestinated us unto the adop- 
tion of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will. Eph. 1: 5——In whom also we 
have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
his own will. Eph, 1: 11.——Who verily was foreordained 
before the foundation of the world. 1 Peter 1; 20. 


Conformed to the image.-—-—They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world, John 17: 16.——As we have 
borne the image of the earthly we shall also bear the image of 
the heavenly. 1 Cor. 15 : 49.——But we all, with open face 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory, ever, as by the Spirit of the 
Lord. 2Cor.3:18.——And that ye put on the new man, 
which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Eph. 4 : 24.—-The Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall 
change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body. Phil. 3 : 21.——Now are we the sons of God, 
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that, 
when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. 1 John 3: 2. 


V. 30. Justified.——Being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Rom. 5: 1. 
——Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall 
be saved from wrath through him. Rom. 5 : 9.——By him all 
that helieve are justified from all things, from which ye could 
not be justified by the law of Moses. Acts 13 : 39.——But ye are 
washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 1 Cor. 6: 11. 
——Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in 
Jesus Christ. Gal. 2: 16. 


Glorified.——TThis is the will of him that sent me, that 
every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may 
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6: 40.—Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me. John 17: 24.——When 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appéar 
with him in glory. Col, 3: 4.——God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and 
belief of the truth. 2 Thess, 2: 13.——The God of all grace, 
who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus. 
1 Pet. 5: 10. 

V. 31. If God be for us.——Fear not, Abram: I am thy 
shield, and thy exceeding great reward. Gen. 15: 1.——Who 
is like unto thee, O people saved by the Lord, the shield of 
thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! Deut. 33: 
29.——The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 
fear ? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? Psa. 27: 1.——~God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble. Psa. 46: 1——In the world ye shall 
have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the 
world, John 16: 33.——Ye are of God, little children, and have 
overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he 
that isin the world. 1 John 4: 4, 


V. 32. How shall he not, etc.? The Lord will give 
grace and glory: no good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk uprightly. Psa, 84: 11.——The gift of God és eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. 6: 23. We have 
received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us 
of God. 1 Cor, 2: 12——All things are for your sakes. 
2 Cor. 4: 15.——-He that overcometh shall inherit all things. 
Rev. 21: 7. 

V. 33. God’s elect.——Behold my servant, whom I up- 
hold ; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth. Isa, 42: 1.—— 
If it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Matt. 
24: 24,—-Shall not God avenge his own elect? Luke 18: 7. 
——Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God. 1 Thess, 
1: 4.—Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect. Titus 1:1. 


V. 34. At the right hand.——After the Lord had spoken 
unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on ‘the right 
hand of God. Mark 16: 19.——-Behold, I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 
Acts 7 : 56. Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Col. 3: 
1.——We have such a high priest, who is set on the right hand 
of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens. Heb. 8 : 1.—— 
Jesus . . . is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 
Heb. 12 : 2.——Jesus Christ: who is gone into heaven, and is 
on the right hand of God, 1 Pet, 3: 22, 


Maketh intercession. He bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors, Isa, 53 : 12.——At that 
day ye shall ask in my name: and I say not unto you, that I 
will pray the Father for you: for the Father himself loveth 
you. John 16 : 26, 27.——Neither pray I for these alone, bat for 
them also which shall believe on me through their word. John 
17 : 20.——He ever liveth to make intercession forthem. Heb. 
7 : 25.——Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 
hands . . . but into heaven itself, now to appear in the pres- 
ence of God for us, Heb. 9 : 24,—-If any man sin, we have 





an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
1 John 2: 1, 

V. 36. We are killed. Yea, for thy sake we are killed 
all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter. 
Psa, 44 : 22.——Our bones are scattered at the grave’s mouth, 
as when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. Psa. 
141: 7.——They shall pat you out of the synagogues: yea, the 
time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he 
doeth God service. John 16: 2. Why stand we in jeopardy 
every hour? 1 Cor, 15:30.——For we which live are always 
delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake. 2 Cor. 4: 11. 

Vv. 37. More than conquerors. The Lord had made 
them to rejoice over their enemies. 2 Chron. 20: 27. He 
will swallow up death in victory. Isa. 25: 8.——Then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swal- 
lowed up in victory. But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Cor, 15: 54, 57. 
——Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to 
triumph in Christ. 2 Cor. 2: 14.——Whatsoever is born of 
God overcometh the world. 1*John 5: 4.——These are they 
which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. Rev. 
7: 14. 

V. 39. Shall be able. I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, is greater 
than all ; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand. John 10: 28, 29.——Ye are dead, and your life is hid 
with Christ in God, Col. 3: 3. 

Love of God. God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. John 3: 16.—~—The Father 
himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and have be- 
lieved that I came out from God. John 16: 27,——That the 
love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them, and I in 
them. John 17: 26.——God, who is rich in mercy, for his great 
love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ. Eph. 2: 4, 5—— 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, 
and sent his Son éo be the propitiation for our sins, 


LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A, PELTZ, 

Beginning with chapter 5, Paul discusses in the epistle to 
the Romans the blessed results of the justified state. Having 
shown the immediate effects, as in the last lesson, he intro- 
duces Adam and Christ, and shows that by our relations to 
the first sin and death come; and by our relations to the 
second, righteousness and life are secured. He also empha- 
sizes the superabounding power of grace. 

But this exaltation of grace begets an objection, which 
Paul prceceeds, in chapter 6, to discuss, showing that free 
grace does not, and cannot, lead to sin. He then shows that 
believers are free from the law as ground of acceptance 
(chap. 7: 1-6). But this recalls the former objection, that 
this fact would encourage to sin. In answer, Paul exalts 
the law as an expression of spiritual purity, but shows that 
it cannot meet man’s wants. His appeals to experience, in 
the remaining verses of chapter 7, are true to life in all who 
seek to be justified by law. ‘The issue of this appeal to 
experience (Rom. 7 : 25) is that Christ can, and he only can 
save. 

The deliverance from personal struggle under law leads 
to the full recognition of that believer’s standing with which 
chapter 8 opens. The believer is free from condemnation; 
he lives by the power of the Spirit; he has the evidence of 
his adoption, even though he suffer here; and in his suffer- 
ings he may be sure, (1.) that they beget the greater glory, 
v. 18-25; (2.) that the Holy Spirit will assist him, v. 26, 27; 
(3.) that all things combine for his good, v. 28-30; and 
finally, that in Christ’s love he is safe forever, v. 31-39. 

The triumphant climax of this discussion (vy. 28-39) forms 
the lesson now under consideration. 


CRITICAL NOTES, 
BY A. C, KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION, 


(28.) And we know that with them that love God all 
things work together for good, to them that are called ones 
according to his purpose. (29.) Because whom he did fore- 
know he also predetermined to be conformed to the likeness 
of his Son—in order that he might be a first-born among 
many brethren; (30.) and whom he predetermined, these 
he also called; and whom he called these he also justified ; 
and whom he justified, these he also glorified. (31.) What 
shall we then say in reference to these things? If God is 
for us, who is against us? (32.) He, that is to say, who 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up on our behalf, 
how will he not also with him graciously bestow on us all 
things? (33.) Who will bring a charge against the chosen 
ones of God? God is he that justifieth. (34.) Who is he that 
condemneth? Christ is he that died, or rather also that 
rose; who is also at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession on our behalf. (35.) Who will separate us from 
the love of God? Will affliction, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? (36.) (Even as 
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it is written, For thy sake we are put to death the whole day 
long; we are reckoned as sheep for the slaughter). (37.) 
Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. (38.) For I am persuaded that 
neither death nor life, neither angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, neither things present nor things to come, neither 
height nor depth, nor any other creature, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 
NOTES. 


The apostle is approaching the winding up of his exhibi- 
tion of the work of the gospel in rescuing from wrath and 
justifying (chap. 1-4); im giving reconciliation and hope 
(chap. 5); in sanctifying (chap. 6, 7); and finally (chap. 8) 
in going forward to glorification. 

Verse 28.— We know, under the teachings of the Spirit: 
an appeal to Christian consciousness.—All things: God’s 
Spirit and word and providences.— Work together: that is, 
in conjunction with, in co-operation with, promoting their 
work as servants and children of God.—For good: to their 
highest interests.— To them who are called ones: an additional 
reason, besides their love, for this coworking of all things 
with them. “Called” is here, as often, not merely invited 
(“many are called”), but called effectually, including the 
grace which makes the call effective—According to his pur- 
pose. This is added to enhance the believer's assurance. 
Whatever God does, indeed, is according to his purpose; 
but the apostle fixes the believer’s attention upon it as a 
weighty matter: their call is no light, chance thing, but the 
fruit of settled purpose. It is uttered in no way as a theo- 
logical dogma, but a practical and gracious truth. 

Verse 29.—Development and expansion of the “called 
according to his purpose,” in confirmation of the fact that 
God will lead his people to glory — Whom he foreknew (Acts 
26:5; 2 Peter3:17; 1 Peter 1:20: not, foreordained) : 
namely, as those who would share his salvation: the divine 
prescience and predetermination go hand in hand: each 
implies the other; either is impossible without the other.— 
Conformed to the likeness of his Son: that is, to become sons 
along with him, to share with him the relation of sons. 
The reference here is not, I think, to the believer's gradual 
transformation into the moral likeness of the Son of God, 
but to our being brought into the relation of sons of God, 
though that relation may be contemplated in its glorified 
completeness.— T’hat he might be a first-born, etc.; that there 
might be many brethren among whom he should be a first- 
born; first born in time, as being the first to rise from the 
dead, and thus “declared Son of God in power,” and first 
born in dignity, being exalted as supreme Lord over those 
to whom he yet sustains the relation of brethren (Heb. 
2: 10, 11). 

Verse 30.—Foreordained, . . . called; answering to the 
“ called according to his purpose” of verse 28. “ Justified” and 
“glorified ” follow necessarily on the calling. The two 
latter acts are with many, and the last one with all, still in 
the future. But the apostle having begun the series with 
acts which are absolutely past (“foreknew” and “ predeter- 
mined”), for the sake of symmetry carries through the con- 
struction in the same way, especially as all the future is 
already actual in the mind of God. He “calleth the things 
that are not as if they were” (Rom. 4: 17). 

Verse 31.— What shali we then say? Lively interrogation, 
characteristic of energetic writers, and strikingly so of 
Paul.—If God is for us: not be for us, as if it were doubtful, 
but is for us as a conceded fact. This “for us” sums up all 
the gracious acts of the preceding verse.— Who is against us ? 
Against God any hostility is as if it did not exist. His 
favor annihilates opposition, whether of men or demons. 

Verse 32.— He, that is to say. This verse unfolds what is 
implied in the preceding: God’s undertaking our case 
involves his carrying it through to a triumphant end.—Spared 
not . .. delivered wp. The magnitude of the idea causes 
its utterance in both the negative and the positive form. He 
“ delivered up” not merely to death, but to the whole work 
of redemption, with all the humiliation and suffering which 
it involved. He “was delivered for our offenses” (Rom. 
4:25; Isa. 5: 3, 12), when it refers exclusively to the death. 
In Galatians 2: 20, the delivering up is Christ’s own act; in 
John 19:11 it is man’s wicked act,—“ his own Son;” the 
emphatic pronoun shows the greatness of the sacrifice.— 
How shall he not, etc. The question amounts to an emphatic 
affirmation: “ he assuredly will.” 

Verse 33.— Will bring a charge: call into court, lodge a 
complaint. This is precluded, because he tHfat justifies them 
(also a judicial term) is God. From his decision there can 
be no appeal. 

Verse 34.—As there is none to bring a charge when God 
is the justifier, so there is none to condemn when Christ is 
the one who has undertaken to free them from condemna- 
tion. Each successive step enhances their security: his 
dying; still more, his triumphant rising; still more, his 
heavenly exaltation; still more, his high-priestly inter- 
cession at God’s right hand (Heb. 7: 26). Each successive 
act crowns and seals the preceding. “At the right hand 
of God,” betokening Christ’s divine majesty (Acts 7: 55; 





Eph. 1: 20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 1:3). Some arrange all the 
members of these verses as questions: “ Will God who 
justifieth?” “Is Christ, who died, he that condemneth?” 
But the meaning is not materially altered, and the con- 
struction of the English version seems as probable as any. 

Verse 35.—From the love of Christ; that is, not our love 
toward him, but his love toward us, which ensures his com- 
pleting the work of deliverance. “Shall ajjliction,” ete. 
The apostle widens the idea from animated (who?) to inani- 
mate objects, to express his triumphant assurance of the 
believer’s absolute safety. He selects the terms which imply 
the greatest sufferings and dangers. 

Verse 36.—As it is written. This verse is thrown in asa 
parenthetical illustration to the “sword,” which suggests 
the passage (Psa. 44: 22) as an apt description of the expos- 
ures of the apostle and his fellow-Christians. They are 
put to death the whole day long; their life is a perpetual 
martyrdom (see 1 Cor. 15: 31; 2 Cor. 4: 11; 11:23). The 
verse will be best read as a parenthesis. 

Verse 37.— Are more than conquerors: literally, transcend- 
antly conquer. Instead of destroying us, they contribute to 
and heighten our victory (Rom. 5: 3). Him who loved us: 
here Christ (Gal. 2: 20), not God ; see verse 35. 

Verse 38.—I am persuaded. I have a confident assurance, 
So Timothy: “I am persuaded that he is able to keep,” etc. 
The apostle’s enumeration now sweeps over the whole range 
of creation.— Death goes back to the idea of the “sword,” 
v. 35. Death and life, as the source of all possible human 
conditions.— Angels : not bad angels, nor both good and bad 
angels, but as the word usually signifies when standing 
alone,—good angels. As matter of fact, they never will try, 
any more than “an angel from heaven will preach any other 
gospel” (Gal. 1:18). The case is put simply ex hypothesi. 
The thought is, even angelic power cannot separate us from 
Christ.— Principalities: probably a higher class of sngels 
who have spheres of sovereignty. Paul recognizes a series 
of angelic orders (Eph. 1:21; 3:10; Col. 1:16; 1 Pet. 
3: 22).—Powers. In all the best manuscripts this word 
stands just before “height.” Yet this so completely destroys 
the symmetry of the sentence that I think internal evidence 
should prevail, and leave it in the place which it has in our 
version. The “powers” are thus evidently one of the 
angelic orders.— Things present, or things to come; nothing in 
the present or the future that either time or eternity can 
reveal.— Nor height nor depth: abstract for concrete, embrac- 
ing the utmost extremes of space, as the preceding does the 
extremes of time.— Nor any other creature: any other object 
of creation.— The love of God is again God’s love toward us 
as embodied and manifested in Jesus Christ.—Our Lord. The 
apostle delights to honor Jesus as his Lord, to recognize him 
self as servant, bondman. 


CALLED AND PREDESTINATED. 


[In the selection of the International lessons the Lesson 
Committee has not evaded passages of Scripture which have 
for centuries been the theme of sharp theological discussion. 
The purpose of the Committee clearly has been to lay these 
passages before the Sunday-schools, not in the interest of 
any denomination, nor with a view to any peculiar interpre- 
tation, but for examination under such guidance or with 
such notes and comments as the schools themselves should 
elect. One of these passages was in the lesson for July 15, 
1877, in the words “as many as were ordained to eternal 
life believed.” Over those words the champions of Calvin- 
istic and Arminian theology had been, and still were, in 
vigorous discussion and at irreconcilable difference. It 
would be folly to dogmatize on either side, in such a con- 
troversy, as if all the scholarship and all the character were 
there. It would be unfair toward intelligent students to pass 
the words by without note or comment. Under these circum- 
stances The Sunday School Times laid before its readers, in 
the notes on that lesson, the views on the words in question 
of distinguished scholars on both sides of the theological 
controversy. By this means its readers were supplied with 
helps toward an independent judgment of the merits of the 
discussion. And now another “bone of contention” is pre- 
sented in the lesson treated in these pages this week. Who 
are the “called”? What is meant when it is said that God 
“did predestinate” certain ones whom “he also called”? 
On these points Professor Kendrick presents what will be 
considered by many as the Calvinistic view. That readers 
may see both sides of the question, there are given herewith 
the opinions of other distinguished scholars on the one side 
and the other. It is for the readers to decide which render- 
ing seems the most in accordance with the whole spirit and 
tenor of the Scriptures —Tue Eprror.] 

Dr. Adam Clarke says: 

“To them who are the called according to his purpose] Dr. 
Taylor translates tois klétois, the invited : and observes, that it 
is a metaphor taken from inviting guests, or making them 
welcome to a feast. As if he had said, Certainly all things 
work together for their good ; for this reason, because they 
are called, invited, or made welcome to the blessings of the 
covenant (which is ratified in eating of the covenant sacri- 


fice), according to God’s original purpose first declared to 
Abraham (Gen. 17: 4). Thou shalt be a father of many nations 
—and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him (18: 18). 
Thus this clause is to be understood ; and thus it is an argu- 
ment to prove, that all things, how afllictive soever, shall 
work for our good, while we continue to love God. Our 
being called or invited, according to God’s purpose, proves 
that all things work for our good, on the supposition that we 
love God, and not otherwise. For our loving God, or making 
a due improvement of our calling, is evidently inserted by 
the apostle to make good his argument. He does not pretend 
to prove that all things shall concur to the everlasting happi- 
ness of ali that are called ; but only to those of the called 
who love God. Our calling, thus qualified, is the ground of 
his argument, which he prosecutes, and completes in the two 
next verses. Our calling he takes for granted, as a thing 
evident and unquestionable among all Christians. But you 
will say, how is it evident and unquestionable that we are 
called? I answer, from our being in the visible church, and 
professing the faith of the Gospel. [For always, in the apos- 
tolic writings, all that are in the visible church, and profess 
the faith of the Gospel, are numbered among the called or 
invited; that is, among the persons who are invited to feast 
on the covenant sacrifice; and who thus, in reference to 
themselves, confirm and ratify the covenant. As for what is 
termed effectwal calling, as distinguished from the general 
invitations of the Gospel, it is a distinction which divines 
have invented without any warrant from the sacred writings, 
Our calling, therefore, is considered by the apostles in the 
nature of a self-evident proposition, which nobody doubts or 
denies; or which, indeed, no Christian ought to doubt, or 
can call in question. .. . 

“ For whom God did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be 
conformed to the image of his Son. To foreknow, here signifies 
to design before, or at the first forming of the scheme: to 
bestow the favor and privilege of being God’s people upon 
any set of men, as Romans 11:2. This is the foundation, or 
first step of our salvation; namely, the purpose and grace of 
God, which was given us in Christ Jesus, before the world 
began (2 Tim. 1:9). Then he knew or favored us, for in 
this sense the word fo know is taken in a great variety of 
places, both in the Old and New Testaments. And as he 
knew the Gentiles then, when the scheme was laid, and 
before any part of it was executed; consequently, in refer- 
ence to the execution of this scheme, he /vreknew us, that is, 
he allowed, granted, and purposed, that we should be thus 
favored. This is the first step of our salvation; and the end 
or finishing of it, is our conformity to the Son of God in eternal 
glory (v.17), which includes and supposes our moral con- 
formity tohim. When God knew us, at the forming of the 
Gospel scheme, or when he intended to bestow on us the 
privilege of being his people, he then destinated, or designed 
us to be conformed to the image of his Son: and as he destin- 
ated or determined us then to this very high honor and happi- 
ness; he predestinated, foreordained, or predetermined us to 
it. Thus we are to understand the foundation and finish- 
ing of the scheme of our salvation. The foundation is 
the foreknowledge, or gracious purpose of God; according 
to which ample provision is made for the salvation of 
the Gentiles. The finishing is our being joint heirs with 
Christ. Now our calling or invitation stands in connection 
with both these: 1. It stands in connection with God’s fore- 
knowledge, and so it is a true and valid calling; for we are 
called, invited, or chosen, according to the foreknowledge of God 
the Father, who may bestow his blessings upon any people, 
as may seem good in his sight (1 Pet.1:2). Consequently 
we have a good title to the blessings of the Gospel, to which 
we are called or invited. And this was to be proved, that the 
Jews, to whom the apostle particularly wrote, might see that 
the Gentiles, being now called into the church of God, was 
not an accidental thing, but a matter which God had deter- 
mined when he conceived the Gospel scheme. Thus our 
calling is connected with God’s foreknowledge. 2. It stands 
also in connection with our being conformed to the image 
of his Son; for we are invited by the Gospel to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 
Thess. 2: 14). And, therefore, supposing what the apostle 
supposes, that we love God, it is certain, from our being called, 
that we shall be glorified with the sons of God; and so our 
calling proves the point, that all things should work together 
for our good, in our state, because it proves that we are 
intended for eternal glory, as he shows in the next verse. 
For we must understand his foreknowing, predestinating, call- 
ing, and justifying in relation to his glorifying: and that 
none are finally glorified, but those who, according to his 
P purpose, have been invited, brought into his church, and are 
conformed to the image of his Son.” 

On this passage, and on others to which he refers in his 
comments on it, Dr. D. D. Whedon says: 

“The called. The distinction made in predestinarian 
theology between God’s common call and his ‘ effectual call’ 
upon ginners to repent, implies that God does not truly mean 
his common call to be effectual, and so imputes insincerity 
to God. The true distinction lies not in the intrinsic nature 
of God's call itself, but in the different acceptance by man. 
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There is truly a rejected calling and an obeyed calling, and 
those who obey God’s call become permanently the called.” 

“ Predestinate. Destinate beforehand, predetermine. From 
this it is clear, 1. That knowledge and predestination are 
two very different things. Foreknowledge is an attribute 
belonging to the nature of God, predetermination is an act 
produced by the free-will of God. 2. Foreknowledge pre- 
cedes predestination ; for God’s nature is antecedent to God’s 
acts. Did God act without previous knowledge, he would 
act, like an idiot, in total ignorance. 3. Predestination, so 
far from being ‘ without foresight, is truly founded on fore- 
knowledge. It presupposes that all who are elected or pre- 
destinated to glory are foreknown as the proper subjects for 
it according to God’s eternal purpose. 4. Man’s freedom as 
a free agent underlies God's foreknowledge of him, and God’s 
foreknowledge underlies God’s determination. God’s knowl- 
edge is caused by the future act, not the act caused by the 
knowledge ; just as when we look at a man walking, our seeing 
and knowing his motion is caused by his moving, not his 
moving caused by our seeing and knowing. So that, in con- 
clusion from the whole, God predestinates to glory only those 
whom he sees through time and space will finally meet the 
conditions requisite for that glorification.” 


Dr. Hodge has these comments on the passage : 

“ And we know all things work together for good to them that love 
God, etc. This may be regarded as virtually, though not 
formally, an inference from what Paul had taught concerning 
afflictions. As they are comparatively insignificant, as they 
call forth the exercises of hope and give occasion for the 
kind interposition of the Holy Spirit, far from being incon- 
sistent with our salvation, they contribute to our good. 
It seems, however, more natural to consider the apostle as 
presenting the consideration contained in this verse as an 
additional reason why the afflictions of this life are not incon- 
sistent with our being the sons of God. These afflictions are 
real blessings. All things, as is usually the case with such 
general expressions, is to be limited to the things spoken of 
in the context, that is, the sufferings of the present time. 
See 1 Corinthians 2: 15, where the spiritual man is said to 
understand ‘all things ;’ Colossians 1: 20, where Christ is 
said to reconcile ‘all things unto God;’ and Ephesians 1: 
10, with many other similar passages. Of course it is not 
intended that other events, besides afflictions, do not work 
together for the good of Christians, but merely that this idea 
is not here expressed by the apostle. Those to whom afflic- 
tions are a real blessing are described, first, as those who love 

vod ; and, secondly, as those who are called according to his 
purpose. The former of these clauses describes the character 
of the persons intended ; they love God, which is a compre- 
hensive expression for all the exercises of genuine religion. 
The latter clause declares a fact, with regard to all such, 
which has a most important bearing on the apostle’s great 
object in this chapter, they are called according to his purpose. 
The word called, as remarked above (1:7), is never, in the 
epistles of the New Testament, applied to those who are the 
recipients of the mere external invitation of the gospel, 
It always means effectually ca/led, that is, it is always applied 
to those who are really brought to accept of the blessings to 
which they are invited. This call is not according to the 
merits of men, but according to the divine purpose. ‘Who 
hath saved us, and called us with a holy calling, not accord- 
ing to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,’ 
2 Timothy 1:9; Ephesians 1 : 11; Romans 9:11. The 
design of the apostle, in the introduction of this clause, 
seems to have been twofold. First, to show, according to his 
usual manner, that the fact that some men love God is to be 
attributed to his sovereign grace, and not to themselves ; 
and, secondly, that if men are called, according to the eternal 
purpose of God, their salvation is secure. By this latter idea 
this clause is associated with the passage that follows, and 
with the general object of the chapter. That the calling of 
men does secure their salvation is proved in verses 29, 30.” 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS, 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 

We" know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God (v. 28). Do we act as if we knew this? We feel 
sure that some things—things that we have longed for, 
things that we enjoy—are designed for our good when they 
come tous. We count them as evidences of God’s loving 
favor ; and we are grateful for them. But is it thus with 
“all things;” with trials, sorrows, losses, disappointments ? 
Do we act as if we felt or knew that these were just as surely 
signs of our Father’s love, and just as surely sent to us 
for our good, as the most enjoyable things we ever had from 
him? Just imagine ourselves acting in this way; talking 
this way through our tears! “God has given me another 
proof of his love to-day. I am a bankrupt in business.” 
Or, “I have lost half my fortune through the perfidy of 
one whom I trusted confidently.” Or, “The one whom I 
loved best and on whom I leaned most dependently has been 
taken from me.” Or, “I have been sadly misunderstood ; 
waused to suffer keenly without being conscious of blame- 
worthiness.” Or, “My fondest hopes for the future are 





blasted. I am lonelier than ever I looked to be.” This 
would be our way of feeling and speaking if we realized the 
truth which God has affirmed for us in his word; that his 
chastenings are a proof of his love; and that all our trials 
are working together for our good. 


To be conformed to the image of his Son (vy. 29). God has 
given us a working pattern for our character building. We 
are shown just what we ought to be and todo. Our spirit; 
our conduct toward God, toward governments, toward our 
friends, toward our neighbors, toward our enemies, toward 
the most sinful and unworthy about us; our mode of think- 
ing and speaking and working and living, of meeting tempta- 
tion, of bearing misrepresentations and injustice; all that 
we ought to be and to do,—is shown in the example of Jesus 
of Nazareth. To help us to conform to this pattern, God is 
working in our behalf by the joys and the sorrows, the disap- 
pointments and the successes—the “all things”—which he 
is sending to us day by day. What progress are we making 
toward this conformity? What gain is to be noted in our 
likeness to Jesus with the passing years? 


If God be for us, who can be against us? God is for us if 
we are his loving children. If we are the trusting disciples 
of Jesus, “we are the children of God; and if children, then 
heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ.” God is as 
ready to do for one of his children as for another; as ready 
to do for either of us as for Jesus himself; for Jesus makes 
our cause his own, and asks that we be looked upon by God 
as one with him in interests and expectation. Of whom 
then shall we be afraid, while the universe is controlled by 
Him who is ready to do all things for our welfare? What 
if we are opposed by those whom the world calls powerful? 
What if our enemies are on every side? What if we lose 
employment, or position, or influence, because we will not be 
unfaithful to duty? What if we seem to stand all by our- 
selves, without a friend or supporter or defender among men? 
God is for us. He is watching us lovingly. He gives his 
angels charge over us. He will not suffer our feet to be 
moved, or a hair of our head to be harmed, except as he 
sees it to be for his glory and for our good. A child of God 
shall never lack protection while God is able to give it to 
him. Do you doubt that he can keep you safely? If not, 
why do you ever have fear of outside dangers? 


He that spared not his own Son, . .. how shall he not with 
him also freely give us all things (v.32)? It has been said, 
that if a jeweler should proffer us freely the costliest gems of 
his collection, it would be a most ungenerous doubt of him 
if we were to question seriously his readiness to give us a 
little box, or a bit of paper, in which to wrap his present to 
us. If a friend had been ever lovingly watchful of our 
interests and needs, and had spared neither trouble nor 
expense to give us help and comfort, showing by all his con- 
duct that he found pleasure in doing for us, would it not be 
unkind in us to shrink from turning to him in an emergency 
when clearly he could serve us at no izconvenience to him- 
self? Shall we then believe that God has given to us freely 
the richest treasure of the universe, yet doubt if he will give 
us the little things which are essential to our daily comfort 
and efficiency? Shall we recognize his love for us in the 
greatest things, and question it in the least? Or shall we 
feel, that having the gift of God in a Saviour from our sins, 
we have a pledge of God’s readiness to help us in every 
emergency of life, and to supply our every possible lack, in 
personal, family, social, and business relations and duties? 
“ He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things ?” 

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tion, or distress, or persecution (v.35)? The real valueof any 
relationship or possession is never fully known until it is 
brought to the test. It is the acid or the fire or the balances 
that shows which is the pure, and which is the coun- 
terfeit coin. The strain on the cord or the wire shows what 
is its actual strength. Not until it meets the storm is a 
vessel’s sea-worthiness made evident. The depth and sin- 
cerity of a friendship are not made clear when all goes 
smoothly on both sides, and neither party has reason for 
showing confidence in or love for the other beyond plain 
sight and obvious interest. It is when misunderstandings 
arise, and faults and weaknesses are disclosed ; when pride, 
and self-interest, and personal convenience, and the opinions 
of others, all tend to crowd the friends apart,—that the reality 
and permanency of a friendship are proven. That friend- 
ship, and that alone, is sacred and true which shines the 
brighter for the acid and the fire, which shows full weight in 
the testing scales, which weathers every storm bravely, 
which holds firm against the severest outside strain or inside 
pressure. Any other friendship is of little worth and of limited 
duration. The preciousness of Christ’s love and the abiding 
worth of his friendship are best shown in the hour of trial 
and need. It is when we have nothing left but his love; 
when all other friends have failed us; when even his face 
seems to be clouded from our sight; and when we cannot 
understand how he can permit us to suffer and to sorrow as 
we do; that the sincerity of our devotion to Christ finds its 
real measure; and that we can know the blessedness of 


trusting him who cannot be untrue, whatever appearances 
may seem to indicate. Our tribulations, our distresses, our 
persecutions, will never turn Christ away from us. He will 
never desert us because of the cost to himself of our friend- 
ship. Shall these things, or aught else, turn us away from 
Christ, or separate us from the joys of trust in him? 


Notrr.—An article on the subject of the lesson, by Charles 
S. Robinson, D.D., is printed on the third page.—TuHE 
Eprror. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Call for the golden text of last week’s lesson. What does 
it mean to be justified by faith? For whose sake are we 
justified ? What does our text say those have who are justi- 
fied by faith? What was on our blackboard last Sunday? 
Ought those who have peace to be troubled by anxious fears ? 
Ought they to be unhappy, and afraid of sorrows which per- 
haps may come? To be at peace means to rest and feel sure 
of safety. Who wrote the words of our lesson about peace 
with God? He also wrote the verses of to-day’s lesson in 
the same book, which was a letter sent to the Christians who 
lived in Rome ; and in the close of the letter he called many 
of them by name, and sent messages of love to them. 

Paul was then about fifty years old, and in all the years 
since he had been a Christian he had passed through many 
dangers: he had escaped by being let down in a basket out- 
side of the wall; he had been in prison, and sang songs in the 
night while his feet were fast in the stocks; he was then, 
every day, expecting to be bound and put in prison, and said 
he was ready to die, if need be, for Christ’s sake. Yet in all 
that danger Paul wrote the verse which says, “ we know all 
things work together for good to them that love God.” Paul 
was so full of peace in his heart that when an angry crowd 
hooted at him, when rulers and governors called him to 
answer, when he was threatened with every danger, he could 
say, “ None of these things move me.” He knew that his 
Father in heaven saw and had planned it all, and that all 
was meant for good. This is the lesson we are to learn from 
these verses to-day : 

Safe with God because of Jesus’ love. 

What did the prophet Malachi say about those who thought 
upon God’s name, and spoke often of him to each other? 
What did God do when they talked of him? Where did he 
keep their names? When did he say they should be his? 
Are earthly jewels kept with care? Paul reminded the 
people that God knew each one of them, that he had known 
long before each one that would love him; he had sent his Son 
because he loved them, he gave him to die that they might 
be justified from sin through the righteousness of Christ. 
Paul knew what it meant to be abused by his enemies ; some 
told him to his face that he was mad, they blamed him for 
his zeal; but he was,so sure of forgiveness of sin through 
Christ that he boldly asks, ‘Who can lay anything to the 
charge of God’s elect?” His elect means his chosen ones. 
Then Paul asked the question in our golden text of to-day. 
What is it? Is not God greater and wiser and stronger 
than all in earth and in heaven? 

Paul often talked and taught, as Jesus did, by asking ques- 
tions; in these few verses there are seven questions. Some 
of them may be too hard to ask of little children; but some 
they can readily understand, for Paul himself gave us the 
answers to them. After he asked the question in the golden 
text he began to think how God is for us, what he has done 
and is doing all the time. He is so much our friend that he 
gave his own well-beloved Son, and then Paul asks, “Since 
he spared not his own Son, shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” Weare safe with the Father, who so 
loved us as to give his Son so freely. 

Paul answers the question when he says, “ It is Christ that 
died ;”’ but that is only part, “ he has risen again;” and that 
is not all, “ he sits at the right hand of God,” and watches 
his own people, and pleads for them. When they pray on 
earth, he is praying for them in heaven; and because he has 
died and risen, and now has that place of glory on the throne, 
he has power to help and save. When Paul thought and 
wrote of all the sure blessings to Christ’s chosen ones, he was 
so full of the love of Christ to us that he asked another 
question, “ Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?” 
Then he named some of the sufferings that men had endured 
for his sake, and well Paul knew about them all. 

John the Baptist had been beheaded ; so had James, the 
brother of John the beloved disciple. The prophets had 
suffered, too; it is said th’at Isaiah was sawn asunder, and 
many of the prophets were cruelly murdered. Paul knew this, 
and that he, too, might so die; but he answered the question 
saying that in such suffering and sorrow, even in death, “ we 
are more than conquerors through Him that loved us.” 

It is his love for us, aud not ours for him, which makes us 
so safe. These three things Paul-had brought to prove his 


strong, saving love: he died, he rose again, he ever lives for 
us. It was the Father's love which shines forth in the Son, 
and so Paul says when he closes this wonderful chapter. 





The thirty-second verse of this lesson should be committed 
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to memory by every child, and also verses thirty-eight and 
thirty-nine. Let them be repeated over and over until 
familiar, the teacher showing how Paul makes it sure that 
nothing on earth or in heaven, nothing that has been or ever 
can be created, can separate from the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Can you see how safe is the soul which loves such a God 
and Saviour, safe here under his watching, loving care, safe 
in heaven with him; for in earth or heaven that soul can rest 
in the love that is above, and beneath, and beyond, and 
around everything besides, 

Do you know now what it means that all things work for 
good to them that trust him? How was it with Job? Do 
you remember Ruth, who came to Bethlehem with Naomi, 
and how the two poor, lonely widows stood in the gate? 
Ruth could not see then how all things could work for good 
to her; but she began to see it when Boaz spoke to her of the 
God of Israel, and said, ‘“ Under whose wings thou art come 
to trust.” It was all God’s plan of love to her, that from 
her family should come David, the man after God’s own 
heart, and the one greater than David, the Babe of Bethlehem, 

There never was a time when those who loved God were so 
tried, when the whole world seemed so dark, as to the dis- 
ciples the day after Jesus was crucified. Their Master dead, 
their cause perished, as it seemed to them, they overcome 
with fear, one had betrayed him, another denied him, all 
had forsaken him and fled away, and yet it was the dark 
night before the dawn of the resurrection. God’s plan of 
love through Jesus Christ was all being worked out for 
everlasting good to all who lve him. 

Cannot each little child, like Ruth, learn to trust in that 
love? Cannot you remember, every day, that since God has 
freely given you his Son to be your Saviour, he will freely 
give you all else that you need? Take his love into your 
heart, and you are forever safe; no darkness, no storm, no 
sorrow, can ever do you any real harm. 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON, 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


“ Justified,” in the secular oriental and Greek sense, means 
set right, according to rule; but this rule is according to a 
human standard. The Bible sense of the word is contrary 
to the orientalism: it makes God the standard of right. 
Justified by a human judge, is the secular Greek and oriental 
sense : considered and treated as if righteous in God’s sight, is 
the biblical sense. The oriental linguistic lore about this 
word is extremely interesting. 

“Glorified” is another word which demands attention 
from the same point of view; but it is enough to say that its 
noun is used to render a Hebrew word which denotes the 
honorable, splendid, decorous substance or character; while 
the Greek word primarily means its appearance, display, 
manifestation, or appreciation by others, But for many 
biblical purposes, though not for all, it has obtained the 
Hebrew meaning. It is still used for glory (praise) among 
men, which may go with a false reputation or even with 
hypocrisy ; though here it has the other sense. And the 
Peshito Syriac recognizes the fact, and renders it by the 
same word that it would use for glorifying God. 

The tone of the first part of the eloquent series of ques- 
tions, from verse 31 to verse 34, is quite oriental—much 
more oriental than merely anthropomorphic. The force of 
the argument to an Oriental lies in the favor of a judge; a 
thing highly improper for an Occidental to imagine. In 
verse 33, for example, the Syriac renders in the same tone: 
“Who shall oppose (as in court, or before a judge) the chosen 
ones of God? God is the acquitter,” or justifier. But this 
tone it follows throughout. The oriental conception here, as 
well as the Greek, is a forensic one, and the terms are bor- 
rowed from the courts. 

“We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter,” in verse 
36, though a quotation from the Septuagint version of the 
Psalms, and having there originally some general allusion to a 
distressed state of Israel, and here applied by Paul to the gen- 
eral Israel of God, yet contains another biblical orientalism 
that does not appear on the surface. The same phrase occurs 
in the Septuagint version of Zechariah in one of his most 
striking messianic prophecies, Zechariah 11: 4, 7; where 
our English version renders it “ the flock of the slaughter,” 
and “the flock of slaughter.’ The chapter in Zechariah 
gives at once the truest oriental picture of the case, and a 
hint at the largest biblical meaning. Our version of Zechariah 
11: 7, however, needs a little emendation. The passage is 
confessedly very difficult ; but it probably means: “ And I fed 
the flock of slaughter, therefore the most miserable flock. 
The “therefore” has reference to the name “ flock of 
slaughter,” not to the “ fed.” “Fed,” of course, means per- 
formed the whole duty of a shepherd. This allusion in the 
language to that most striking prophecy should by no means 
be passed by. Not unlikely the suffering and betrayed 
Shepherd was in Paul’s mind, as well as in Zechariah’s; 
and certainly Paul and Zechariah had like ideas of the false 
shepherds and oppressors of the flock. With this in view, 
how clearly and brightly shines the thought in the next 
verse, “ Nay (or, But), in all these things we are more than 





conquerors through him that loved us!” When the Shep- 
herd of the flock of slaughter was smitten, and the sheep 
were scattered, it was the hour of victory for him and them; 
then it was that his love was shown at the climax, when he 
loved them to the end, and laid down his life for them. 

The original Hebrew in the Psalm differs slightly from 
that in Zechariah, as in the former the sheep are for 
“slaughter,” and in the latter for “ murder.’ But it cannot 
be an accident that the allusion is thus followed by such a 
triumphant outburst, natural as it is; for its true splendor 
is only seen in the light of Christ’s own discourses. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY DWIGHT L, MOODY, 

The believer’s security rests in three things: God’s love, 
God’s word, and God’s power. 

“God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” Because of the atonement Christ has 
made the believer is justified, and “there is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.” We have 
the assurance that God loves us, that he not only gave his 
Son to die for us, but with him also freely gives us all things. 

Because of this love, we may know also, as Paul assures 
the Romans, that “all things work together for good to them 
that love God.” At the time the apostle wrote this, it was 
not a popular thing to be known as a disciple of “Jesus of 
Nazareth,” nor always a safe thing to be associated with his 
followers; and yet to those who knew what persecution as 
well as disappointment and sorrow meant, this word was 
given. 

Too many of us at the present day are willing to accept 
the pleasant things of life as working for our good, but, when 
misfortune comes, are ready to cry out as Jacob did, “ All 
these things are against me.” 

The promise is to those who love God, but “we love him 
because he first loved us, and it is on this first love that the 
believer’s security depends. God in his infinite knowledge, 
knowing who would accept the gift of eternal life through 
his Son, and take “the water of life” that he so freely 
offered, says of them that they shall be “conformed to- the 
image of his Son, who is the first born among many breth- 
ren.” In his wonderful love he gives his Son up freely for 
the sinner, and then adds to this by adopting into his own 
family the redeemed one. With such love to surround him, 
he need not fear those who are against him. 

Combined with the love of God the believer has the word of 
God which cannot fail, and in which he is secure. Jesus says, 
“ My words shall not pass away” (Matt. 24:35). Hesays: “He 
that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlas'ing life’ (John 5: 24). So also in John 3: 36 and 
John 6: 47, the same sure promise is given to those who 
believe. It is not written that perhaps eternal life may be 
given, or life given for a limited period, but the words “ hath 
eternal life” may be taken as a present message with the life 
that only God can give. It is not presumption to claim the 
security that God offers us, and rest in assurance in his word 
that he has given us; but we honor him in doing it, without 
exalting ourselves, for it is all of grace. John says, “ These 
things have I written unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God, that ye may know that ye have eternal life” 
(1 John 5: 13). Jesus says, speaking of his sheep: “ I give 
unto them eternal life, and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any pluck them out of my hand ” (John 10: 28). 

Many friends might have a love, but one that was power- 
less to help; and others might make promises which they 
were unable to perform ; but in God we have not only the 
love and the promise of help and safety, but the power that 
can do all things, and with whom nothing is too hard. 

God has justified his own so no charge can be brought 
against them, and Christ who is to be the judge to condemn, 
now sits at the right hand of the Father to intercede, and 
not to judge. For the believer there is no condemnation, 
for the penalty of sin has been already paid and the claims 
of the law fully met. Do we look at ourselves and tremble 
as we see our weakness? Let us remember that it is in his 
strength that we are to overcome. It is Christ’s righteous- 
ness, and not our own, in which we appear before God. If 
we are hid with Christ in God, we are beyond all power of 
harm, and it is his strength which keeps us Some one has 
said that the little fly was as safe in the ark with Noah as 
the elephant, because its safety and security from the flood 
lay not in its own strength, but in the ark provided. So 
we may feel very small and very weak in ourselves, but our 
refuge is strong, and hid under the shadow of his wings we 
are safe from the fiercest storm. 

The apostle, feeling his security, exclaims, ‘Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ?”—not his love to 
Christ, but Christ’s love to him, a love that had redeemed 
him, and kept him, and given the promise of an inheritance 
with him in glory. 

He is persuaded that nothing can separate him, no amount 
of persecution or distress; but in all these things he is more 
than conqueror. Not even “death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to 





come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,” would 
be able to separate him from “the love of God which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” Paul’s persuasion is a good one for 
every believer firmly to adhere to, and with it will surely 
come the blessings of a security found in no other place. 


BLACKBOARD HINTS. 


BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON, 


| GOD, WITH CHRIST, WILL 
FREELY GIVE 
ALL THINGS. 


US 


DIED 
CHRIST 1s risen FOR USB. w. a) 


INTERCEDES } 


WHO SHALL SEPARATE US FROM THE 
LOVE OF CHRIST? 





Tribulation, Death. 
Distress, Life, 
Persecution, Angels, 
| NOT Famine, NOR / Principalities, 
Nakedness, Powers, 
Peril, Things present, 
Sword, | Things to come, 





SHALL BE ABLE, 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 

Give a definition of sin. (1 John 3:4.) Where no law 
is revealed, will he whose life is at variance with God’s will 
be accounted guilty? (Rom. 4:15; 5:13.) What period of 
human history was peculiar in this respect ? (Rom. 5: 14.) 
If, therefore, death cannot be detached from the law (once 
broken) can life be separated from justification (the law once 
satisfied and virtually repealed)? (Rom. 5: 18.) When a 
man is justified by faith, to what extent is he freed 
from the dominion of sin? If of himself there is still 
no executive sufficiency, by whose agency shall right- 
eousness prevail in his life? (Gal. 5:17, 18; Rom. 8: 
2,4,14) What evidence does all creation furnish.that the 
emancipation is not yet, but shall be perfected? (Rom. 8: 
18, 19, 22, 23; Conybeare, p. 175, note 6; G. D. Boardman, 
Lecture 9 of Creative Week.) How is the earnest desire of 
the Christian made in harmony with God’s design? (Rom, 
8: 26, 27.) If im harmony, can any prayer fail of full 
reward ? 

Verse 28.— When our desires are in harmony with God’s 
will, to what end respecting us must all things work? For 
whoin was the earth and all things therein made? (Gen. 1: 
28,29; Col. 1:16.) Im the legitimate working out of any 
purpose do the accordant or discordant elements suffer ruin? 

Verses 29-31.—In the formation of God’s purpose was 
justified man admitted as a factor, and provision made for his 
development? To what end did God take into his design 
those foreknown as pliable (willing, voluntary) elements? 
(v. 29.) Is it possible for those who had a place in the de- 
sign, as it lay in the Creator’s mind, not to be “called” to 
their place in its execution, not to be “ justified,” not to be 
“ glorified” (v. 30). Illustrate by carpet-weaving—colors 
selected, all harmonized, design accomplished. The mystery 
of election rests wholly on foreknowledge, and is it strange 
that I AM should know who would choose righteousness ? 
Omniscience is the key. How does the knowledge that justi- 
fied man is a factor in the original plan strengthen verse 28 ? 

Verse 32.—What wonderful evidence has God given that 
this is the prime factor, which all others must subserve? 
(1 Cor. 3: 22, 23.) What three interrogatives expose the 
vanity of all effort against God’s child? (first clause, v. 33, 
34, 35.) If the Christian sins, why can it not be charged 
against him? (v. 33.) If justification were of works, could 
the accusation prevail? Whose prerogative is it to con- 
demn? (John 5: 22.) What four evidences has the believer 
that Christ will not condemn him? (vy. 34.) 

Verses 35-39.—What reason does the apostle assign for the 
statement that the afflicted and persecuted are more than 
conquerors? ‘Transpose these verses, and read 38, 39, omit- 
ting “for,” beginning, “I am persuaded,” etc.; v. 37. substi- 
tuting “therefore” for “ Nay ;” and inserting the latter part 
of verse 35 after the word “things.” Major premise,—I am 
persuaded nothing can separate (v. 38, 39). Minor premise, 
—That which works not separation must work union. 

Conclusion.— All things work good (v. 28), cementing love. 
We are more than conquerors. Or, if the greater powers 
(v. 38, 39) cannot separate, much less can the lesser (v. 35) ; 
therefore, if in the former we are conquerors, in the latter 
we are more than conquerors, 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


—— 
CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1879. 


California, state, at Mont ‘ey 





June 27-July 4 
July 1-4 





Vermont, state, at Burlington 
Rhode Island, state, at Providence, 





New Hampshire, state, at Haverhill 


New Jersey, state, at Elizabeth ----Nov. 18-20 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSEMBLIES, 


BONER, Ci a atone ncncncnceecucesnunesunes June 27-July 4 
Cumberland Valley, Pa.,....................- June 30-July 4 
Chester Heights, Pa 

Round Lake, N. Y 

Ocean Grove, N. J 

NEE TNE) Aiinicewetwndtedasumidns cuasdasacsaces: 

Clear Lake, Iowa, July 15-28 
REEL, Wigecinnectannaecnwssendncuseuscuneesnance July 22-31 
Chautauqua 

SUOOORIE TAO, TEE, cccccsicenencumetisuonnsccs Aug. 6-20 
‘meeamnd isleel Part, IN. Y...n0c cnenscccasscweces Aug. 17-25 





NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


Adrian, Michigan, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday even- 
ing, one month In each church. Conducted by the pastors in turn. 

Augusta, Ga., Union Meeting for Prayer and Leason Study every Satur- 
day, at 8.45 A. M., in Y, M. O, A. Rooms. 


Bakerstown, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. room. 


Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 P, M., in the 
Y.M.©, A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday, 
at 4 P. M., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School Union, 53 Lex- 
ington Street. 

Beaver Falis, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday, at 
7 P.M. Conducted by Professor M. 8. Knight. 

Boston, Union Meeting for Leason Study, in the Meionaon, Tremont 
Temple, every Saturday, at3P. M. Led by the Rev. R. R. Meredith. 

Boston (South), Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday, at 73¢ 
P. M., at the Phillips Church. Conducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, 

Bristol, Conn., Sunday-school Union Normal Class, on the first Monday 
of each month, at 7.30 P. M., in Printers’ Hall. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Normal Sunday-school Institute of the Brooklyn 
Sunday-school Union, for teachers and those desl of b ing 
teachers, every Wednesday and Thursday, at 7 P. M., and every 
Thursday at 444 P. M.,inthe Y. M.C. A. Rooms. Conductor, Professor 
J. L. Chapman, assisted by the Rev. Drs. J. T. Duryea, OC. N. Sims, 
and J. B. Thomas. Primary class, every Saturday afternoon, in the 
Y. M. o, A. rooms. 

Cambridge, Mass., Sunday-school Teachers’ Union Meeting for Lesson 
Stady, every Tuesday evening, in the chapel of the First Baptist Church, 
Central Square. Oonducted by the Rev. R. R. Meredith, of Boston. 

Ohicago: Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at noon, in 
Farwell Hall. Also, Normal Class every Saturday, at 11 A. M., in Far- 
well Hall, conducted by B. F. Jacobs. Primary Class Teachers’ Meet- 
ing every Saturday at 2 P. M., in Bible Work Room, Y. M. ©, A. Build- 
ing. Superintendents’ Meeting and Sociable, second Tuesday of every 
month, at Mr. Moody’s Church, South Side Teachers’ Meeting, fourth 
‘Tuesday evening of the month, at Trinity M. E. Church. West Side 
‘Teachers’ Meeting, third Tuesday evening of the month, at Union Park 
Congregational Church. Teachers’ Library and Reading Room, at 150 
Madison Street, 


Cincinnati, O., Meetings for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in the Y. 
M. ©. A. Hall, as follows: Union Meeting at 12 M.; Primary Class at 
3P. M.; Normal Class (conducted by the Rev. Sylvester Weeks) at 
4P. M. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, from 12 
to 12.45 P. M. in the Chapel of the Young Men’s Christian Association. 
Conducted by the Rev. Francis A. Horton. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M. ©. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 P. M. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday even- 
ing, in the Y. M. OC, A. Hall. Led by the Rev. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 


Elizabeth, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
7.30 P. M., in the lecture room of the Second Presbyterian Church, 

Halifax, N.S., Union Meeting for International Lesson Study every Sat- 
urday, at 8 P. M., in the Class-room Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday even- 
ing in the Y, M. OC. A. Rooms. 

Hartford, Conn., Normal Class of the Hartford Sunday-school Union 
the second Friday of each month. Also, Union Meeting for Lesson 
Study, every Saturday afternoon, in the parlors of the Centre Church 
Conducted by Mrs. 8. Dryden Phelps. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday evening. 
Both inthe Y. M. OC. A. Chapel, and both conducted by Mr. ©. P. Jacobs, 


Ingersoll, Ontario: Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday 
evening, at 8 o'clock, at W. H. Howells’s Gallery. Conducted by the 
Rev. John McEwen. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 P. M., in the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms, 

Manitou, Colorado, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Wednesday, 
at7 P. M., in the Art Gallery. 

Morenci, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Friday at 
8P.M. Oonducted by Mr. OC. M. Ranger. 

Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P. M., in the Clinton Street Congregational Church. 

New Haven, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
4P: M., in the Y. M.C. A Rooms, 325 Chapel Street. 

New York, N. Y., Primary Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 3 P. M. 
im the Y. M. ©. A. lecture-room. Union Meeting for Lesson Study 
every Thursday, at 4.30 P. M., in the chapel of the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Qrosby’s church; conducted by Mr. Ralph Wells. Superintendents’ 
Class every Tuesday, at 4 P. M., in the Fulton Street Chapel, conducted 
by the Rev. A. F. Schanffier. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday evening 
and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M.O. A. Hall, corner of Fifteenth 
and Chestnut Streets. Primary teachers’ Meeting for Lesson Stady, 








every Saturday, at 4 P.M., in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. Normal Class for 
Lesson Study, every Monday at 8 P. M. in the Assembly Room, 1334 
Chestnut Street. Conducted by the Rev. J A. Worden. Normal 
Class for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 P. M. under the auspices 
of the American Sunday School Union. Conducted by Mr. John R 
Whitney. 


Pittsburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Leason Study every Saturday at noon 
in the Y. M. O. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Monday, 
at’ P. M.,in the Y. M. ©. A. Rooms. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in the 
Y. M. 0, A. Rooms, 704 Olive Street, conducted by various ministers. 


&t. Panl, Minn., Union Bible Students’ Class for the study of the Interna- 
tional Lessons, every Saturday, at 4.30 P. M., in the Y. M. O, A. Rooms. 
Oonducted by the Rev. David BR. Breed. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4P.M., in the Y. M. OC. A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. 0. A. Parior, from 4 to 5 o’clock P. M. 
Led by the Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake. Normal Class every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. ©. A. Parlor. Conducted by Mr. James Hughes. 


Washington, D. C., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
6 P. M., in the Y. M.C, A. Chapel. 


West New Brighton, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every 
Thursday evening, in the Y. M. C. A. building. Conducted by the 
various pastors in turn. 


Westwood, Ohio, Union meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
8 P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. parlor. 


Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Smdy every Saturday, at 
7% P. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION, 


The June meeting of the Foreign Sunday-school Asso- 
ciation was held at 130 State Street, Brooklyn, and was 
attended by the usual number of members. 

From Spain, Mr. Cifré of Barcelona, writes of the 
progress of religious work. He can remember when 
Barcelona had no chapel, and the people were compelled 
to worship in secret; but now the Sunday-school is 
flourishing. He sends thanks for hymn-books, etc., sent 
by the Association. Mr, Pennington, of Ygualava, men- 
tions that three children have been taken by their parents 
from his Sunday-school and day-school, and sent to the 
Catholic Sunday-school. Mrs. Rodriguez, who was con- 
verted at the house of Mrs. Armstrong at Madrid, and 
was’ prepared herself specially for this work, having 
great energy, and a notable gift for teaching, is conducting 
a Sunday school of forty children at Besullo, Five of 
the grown-up girls in this school have been converted ; 
and three of these, who are sisters, have succeeded in 
interesting their father and mother in religion. Mr. 
Rodriguez opens his house every evening for meetings, 
when the neighbors come in to read, while the children 
recite texts or learn hymns, the meeting being closed 
with prayer. Miss Hoyle, of Leon, writes that eleven 
months ago she began a Sunday-school at that place, but 
finding that those children who attended it were not al- 
lowed to go to the Roman Catholic day schools, she 
established a day-school. There is great opposition to 
the Sunday-school, the children being sometimes beaten 
and stoned, and the parents turned out of employment. 

From Spanish-speaking countries, letters were received 
from Bogota, Yucatan, and San Paulo, Brazil. Miss 
Riehl writes from the latter place that her Sunday class 
now numbers forty, of whom a few are women ; but as all 
are children in knowledge, she teaches them as an infant 
class, 

From Italy, Mr. Santucci, of Poggio Mirteto, writes 
that the Sunday-school at that place is progressing. 
Four new teachers have been secured, all of whom were 
public-school teachers, one having been discharged on 
account of his evangelical faith, One of the Roman 
Catholic bishops resident in Poggio Mirteto thinks that 
Roman Catholicism is losing ground in Italy. The 
church at Piguerol, under the care of Pastor Cardon, 
undertakes the care of two Sunday-schools. The one at 
Piguerol has been in existence for twelve years, and 
numbers forty children and eight teachers. The other, 
at St. Lerond, has thirty children. Mr. Revel, of Castig- 
lione delle Hieviere, is commencing a Sunday-school, 
although he has only six evangelical children to begin 
with, 

A great work has been accomplished in Klasenburg, 
Germany, through a Mr. Dietrich, who is a poor factory 
worker, with wages hardly equal to the support of his 
family. In 1862 he established a Sunday-school, which 
has been in effective operation ever since, in spite of 
many difficulties. The school numbers over three hun- 
dred scholars, has an average attendance of two hundred 
and eighty, and has been a means of great blessing, both 
to the children and their parents, many of whom have 
been reached through its instrumentality. Miss Lach- 
mund, of Gelnhausen, has bought hymn-books with the 
money sent her by the Society, and reports the number 
of scholars in her school as increasing. The Sanday- 
schools of Reusrath and of Hofen have been provided 
with means to found Sunday-school libraries, which are 
of great usefulness to both children and parents. Miss 





Schmidt, of Hofen, mentions that, at the last convention 
of the Wurtemberg Sunday-school teachers, a plan was 
agreed upon for Sunday-school lessons in harmony with 
the church lessons. 

From Lemberg, Austria, Miss Pick writes of great 
indifference in spiritual matters. A Sunday-school re- 
cently opened by herself has ten children in attendance, 
A letter from Mrs. Paules, of Elbeuf, France, reports 
sixty children in regular and interested attendance on the 
Sunday-school at that place. Many poor people, whom 
the hard times have forced to leave Alsace, have settled 
in Elbeuf, so that a German service is held for them, and 
a German class has been organized in the Sunday- 
school, 

A letter from Mr. Pradez, of Liége, Belgium, states 
that many of the Sunday-school teachers are in need of 
lesson helps. The committee in Paris having decided 
upon a monthly publication of the lessons, Mr, Pradez 
would like aid to distribute them among the needy 
teachers. Pastor Philit, of Aux Olliéres, speaks of the 
Sunday-school as flourishing, and thanks the Society for 
papers and books sent. Mr. Laufer, of Nessonvaux, 
writes, that the synod of the Evangelical Church, at its 
meeting in July, will decide upon the formation of a 
Sunday-school Union; as some of the churches are 
rationalistic, it is hardly to be hoped that they will all 
join in this “ Union.” Aid is asked from the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association to enable some of the poorer 
teachers to attend its organization. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The Rockingham County (N. H.) Sunday-school 
Association has held four annual conventions, of which 
the last met at Salem, May 28. 


—The annual convention of the Lehigh County (Pa.) 
Sunday-school Association was held. at Allentown, May 
22. Measures were taken to procure full statistics of the 
schools in the county, for presentation at the next annual 
convention. 


—tThe first annual convention of the Georgia Sunday- 
school Association was held at Macon, May 30, 31, when 
one hundred persons from other places were present, 
The work of organizing the state has been undertaken, 
and 29 counties, with 600 schools, have been organized. 
111 counties yet remain unorganized. There were several 
complaints, from speakers at the convention, of indiffer- 
ence to the Sunday-school work on the part of niinisters 
in Georgia. Governor Colquitt took part in the conven- 
tion, and afterwards addressed the thirteen schools of the 
Macon Sunday-school Union (colored). The convention 
defeated a proposition restricting its membership to white 
delegates. 


—Of the Indian tribal Sunday-school convention and 
temperance meeting, held June 7 and 8, on the Wyan- 
dotte Reservation, a correspondent writes: ‘“ The meeting 
was held on the council ground near the agency, where 
ample shade was afforded by the rich foliage of walnut- 
trees. The children from the various schools gathered at 
ten o’clock. Clouds of dust in the distance indicated the 
oncoming of visitors from Kansas and Missouri. The 
meeting selected Mr. Grey-eyes, 2a Wyandotte Indian, its 
chairman. The afternoon session was opened with the 
usual devotional exercises, when speeches were made by 
Mr. Rucheville, a Miami minister, and various other 
friends of the Indians. At night the trees were adorned 
with lamps, and the children received special attention. 
They listened with marked interest, and answered ques- 
tions promptly. The whole scene was picturesque: the 
trees and foliage, the glimmer of lamps, the swarthy faces 
of both sexes and all ages, and the silent stars as wit- 
nesses, Sunday morning, the schools were examined in 
Bible lessons, and answers were given which indicated a 
thorough preparation by teacher and scholar. After the 
Sunday-school examination a religious meeting was held, 
the principal feature of which was the urging to total 
abstinence from strong drink. The men present from the 
Modoc town wore the blue ribbon. Bogus Charley, the 
chief, and Steamboat Frank, made speeches on the subject. 
The meeting was then addressed with much feeling by 
Mrs. Tattle, the Quaker teacher of the Quawpaw and 
Modoc school. The baskets were then taken from the 
wagons and squatter sovereignty was the order of the 
hour. At two o’clock the meeting again opened with the 
of singing ‘ All hail the.power of Jesus’ name.’ Then 
Bibles were distributed among the children for a Bible 
reading. The responses were made rapidly as the texts 
were called out by the leader. The reading was distinct 
and clear, so that all of the eight or ten hundred people 
heard if they chose. The topic was the Holy Ghost, and 
from the answers given it seemed that the Modocs, 
Senecas, Wyandottes, and Miami understood the doctrine 
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of the Trinity better than many schools of white children. 
Good order prevailed through the day, and the marshal’s 
office was a sinecure,” 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—The two Sunday-schools in Strong, Me. (Methodist 
and Congregational) have adopted a system of union 
quarterly reviews. At the last review six members of 
each school were chosen to present the leading features 
of the lessons. 


—There are now 23 Sunday-schools connected with the 
Orange (N. J.) Sunday-school Union, which held its 
fourth anniversary on June 9. These schools have 4,931 
members, a gain of 181 over last year. Their average 
attendance is 3,451, or 69 per cent.; 826 scholars are 
church-members ; and 143 conversions, or 24 per cent., 
were reported during the year. 

—Concerning the observance of “ children’s day” in 
Hudson County, N. J., a correspondent writes: “ What 
is commonly called “children’s day” it seems, from 
reports received, has become an important event in the 
Sunday-school annals of Hudson County (N. J.), and 
one that in each recurring year seems to be meeting with 
increasing favor all over the field. It was first introduced 
in the country, as a general celebration, under the en- 
couraging auspices of the Hudson County Sunday-school 
Association, in 1876; and has now become a fixed cus- 
tom. The plan of observance is for the Sunday-schools 
of all denominations, within the limits of certain districts, 
to appoiht a day, and in the afternoon to meet in various 
churches for that exercise, then to unite in a grand 
parade and review, in accordance with the Brooklyn idea. 
After the union features of the celebration, each school 
repairs to its respective church, and is treated to festal 
cheer. In districts where there are a number of schools 
jointly participating, so as to make a large procession, 
the public interest exhibited in the decoration of private 
residences and in the crowds of spectators is often very 
marked and enthusiastic. In the annual parade and 
review of the Sunday-schools of Jersey City, on May 27, 
over five thousand children were present. The other 
celebrations were as follows: At Hoboken, May 24; 
West Hoboken and Jersey City Heights, May 30; Hud- 
son City, West End, and Bergen, May 30; Bayonne City, 
May 30; town of Union and New Durham, May 31 
Those to be held are as follows: North Hudson County, 
June 28 ; also Greenville and Harrison. By this arrange- 
ment every section of the county celebrates “ children’s 
day” in some manner, and with union parades and 
assemblies, so that nearly all the Sanday-school children 
in the county participate in these occasions at some time 
during the season.” 

—The Sunday-school of the First Reformed Church of 
Schenectady, N. Y., celebrated its sixty-second anniver- 
sary on the evening of June 11, The secretary’s report 
shows the school to be in a vigorous condition. The 
aggregate attendance for the year ending June 9 was 
18,124; average attendance, 3,493; average gain, 26, or 
nearly 12} per cent.; whole number on roll, 465; largest 
attendance, 404 ; additions to the church from the school, 
9; of deaths, 1. A correspondent writes: “The anni- 
versary services were held in the church. In front of the 
pulpit a stage was erected, bearing a semi-circular row of 
raised seats, on which about a hundred and twenty-five 
children from the primary department were seated, whose 
bright, happy faces and admirable singing added largely 
to the interest of the occasion.. On the stage was also an 
arch, beneath which was suspended an anchor. As the 
classes were called, a bouquet was p-esented and placed in 
the anchor, forming, at the completion, a beautiful floral 
emblem of hope. An admirable address was given by 
Mr. Silliman, of Cohoes, N. Y., president of the late 
state Sunday-school convention at Kingston. The Rev. 
Dr. Wortman, a former pastor, and a much loved visitor, 
also addressed the school in his usual happy manner. 
The exercises closed with an address by the pastor, the 
Rev. W. E. Griffis. It seems to make but little difference 
to Mr. Griffis whether he stands in his pulpit, or on 
the lecture platform before a literary or scientific associa- 
tion, or before his Sunday-school, for he is equally at 
home, and equally entertaining and instructive. His 
school always gives him a hearty welcome, and this wel- 
come take place regularly every Sunday, unless absent 
from home, which is seldom the case. The air is filled 
with rumors that the talented author of the ‘ Mikado’s 
Empire’ (the gentleman above mentioned), tired of his 
solitary, Robinson Crusoe style of life, is about to estab- 
lish an empire of his own. The inauguration ceremonies 
are set down for Tuesday evening, June 17. That he 
will preside with grace and dignity does not admit of ques- 
tion. May his reign prove a prosperous and happy one |” 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


—— 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


‘oy publications received will be promptly noticed under this head. 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. | 


BOOKS, 


The Second Coming of the Lord; Its cause, signs, and effects. By the 
Rev. Chauncey Giles. 12mo, pp. 264. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott 
& Co. 


Uncle John Vassar; or, The Fight of Faith. By the Rev. T. E. Vassar. 
With an introduction by A. J. Gordon, D.D. 12mo, pp. 218. New 
York: American Tract ety. Price, $1.00. 


Studies in Theism. By Borden P. Bowne. 
York: Phillips & Hunt. Price, $1.75 


Entertainments ; comprising directions for holiday merry-makings, new 
programmes for amateur performances, and many novel Sunday- 
school exercises. Collected and edited | Lizzie W. Champney. 
16mo, pp. 359. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co, Price, $1.00. 


No Danger. By Mary J. Hedges. 16mo, pp. 360. New York: National 
Temperance Society. Price, $1.25. 


Rosa Leighton : or, In His Stren 
178. he same. Price, 9 cen 


Circled by Fire: a true story. By Julia McNair Wright. 18mo, pp. 91, 
The same. Price, 40 cents. 

The Histo of England, from the Invasion of Julius Cmwsar to the 
Revolution in 1688. By vid Hume. 6 vols., 8vo, pp. 644; 652; 613; 
587; 569; 527. New York: Harper & Brothers. Price, $12.00. 

Recreations in Astronomy. With directions for practical experiments 
and telescopic work. By - «Ad Warren, D.D. Llustrated 

and with maps. 12mo, pp. xiii, 284. Thesame. Price, $1.75. 


Annual Record of Scienée and Industry for 1878. Edited by Spencer F. 
Baird. 12mo, pp. xvii, 715. Thesame. Price, $2.00. 


The Cultivation of the Senses. (Manuals for Teachers.) ismo, pp. 9%. 
Philadelphia: Eldredge & Brother. Price, 50 cents. 


PAMPHLETS. 


What is Education? By Prof. William F. Phel 
Books.) 32mo,pp.47. New York: Phillips 


Typical Foreshadowings 


12mo, pp. vi, 444. New 


h. By Mrs. M. F. Martin. 16mo, pp. 


. (Chautauqua Text- 
Hunt. Price, 10 cents. 


in Genesis; or, The World to Come, and the 
Divine Preparations for it. By William Lincoln. iémo, pp. 267. 
Boston: J. A. Whipple. Price, 50 cents. 


Gaspard de Coligny, Marquis de Chatillon. 
Harper’s Half-Hour Series.) 
rothers. Price, 25 cents. 


Tales from Euripides. By Vincent King Cooper, M. A. (Harper's 
Halt-Hour Series.) 32mo, pp. 136. The same. Price, 20 cents. 


Impressions of Theophrastus Such. By George Eliot. (Franklin Square 
Library.) 4to, pp. 23. The same. Price, 10 cents, 


The Zulus and the British Frontiers. By Thomas J. Lucas. 
Square Libeary.) 4to, pp. 43. Thesame. Price, 10 cents. 


Our Future Destiny: Immortality Elucidated and Job’s Question 
qos. By M. B.@raven. ié6mo, pp.15. Philadelphia: Barclay 


By Walter Besant, M. A. 
32mo, pp. 228. New York: Harper & 


(Franklin 


Catalogue of Fisk University, Nashville, Tenn., 1879. 8vo, pp. 36. 


MUSIC. 


Mary to the Saviour’s Tomb. Paraphrase for piano. By Emanuel 
Kees. Cincinnati: George D. Newhall & Co. ce, 75 cents. 


The Sweet Messenger of Love. Reverie for piano. By Henri Lessing. 
The same. ice, 60 cents. 


The Smile. Song. Words by L. Mancini; music by P. La Villa. The 
sa ts. 


me. Price, 75 cents. 


Harvest Time Comes By and By, Solo or duet. Words by Arthur 
W. French ; music by Robert Challoner. Thesame. Price, 40 cents. 


The Hope that Breathes of Boring, Song. Words by Caroline E. Howe 
music by J. Ernest Perring. The same. Price, 50 cents. 


The Water Mill. Song. Music by G. Operti. Thesame. Price, cents. 


keoq in de Middle ob de Road. we | and chorus, Words and music by 
y.S. Hays. Thesame. Price, 4 cents. 





The National Temperance Society, which has done much 
efficient service in temperance work, has wisely devoted a 
large share of its recent publications to the showing of the 
great and often fatal perils which surround those “ moderate 
drinkers ” who think that they are safe from the destruction 
by drink. To show these perils is the aim of two out of the 
three latest books issued by the Society. No Danger is a 
story by Mary J. Hedges, in which this lesson of swift and 
dreadful peril is set forth. The aim of the book is admi- 
rable, but its execution is very poor. The construction of 
the plot, and even of its separate episodes, is clumsy and 
disjointed ; and the style is stilted and unnatural. Some- 
what better in literary execution, and very much superior in 
idea and construction, is Rosa Leighton; or, In his Strength, 
by Mrs. M. F. Martin. The story is really a touching one; 
and its central episode, the stealing of a blind girl’s pet bird 
by her own father, to be sold for twenty drinks, is effectively 
wrought out. We will satisfy the reader’s curiosity by assur- 
ing him that the bird is returned with the father’s first 
earnings, before he goes back to his wife and child; but for 
the full story of his complete reformation the reader must 
turn to the book itself. ircled by Fire, the third new book 
of the National Temperance Society, records the life story 
of a respectable woman who inherits the taste for alcohol, 
and whose life is ruined thereby, though she dies an ab- 
stainer. The book is by Mrs. Julia McNair Wright, and is 
written in an even and quiet style. The price of No Danger 
(16mo, pp. 360) is $1.25; of Rosa Leighton (16mo, pp. 178), 
90 cents; and of Circled by Fire (18mo, pp. 91), 40 cents. 


It is not always safe to judge a book by its first chapter; 
for many an excellent volume fails, for one reason or another, 
to “ put its best foot forward.” Such is the case with Mr. 
Anthony Trollope’s sketch of the life and work of Thackeray, 
which forms the tenth volume of the English Men of Letters 
series. The long opening chapter, into which Mr. Trollope 
puts the strictly biographical part of his work, must be 
called, on the whole, unsatisfactory, even aside from the real 
scantiness of existing material for presenting a full account 
of Thackeray’s personal life. But the remainder of the 
book is excellent. No better review of the character and 
real value of Thackeray’s literary work need be asked for ; 
it aids those familiar with his writings to appreciate their 
place in literature, and it furnishes a trustworthy guide for 





those who have as yet never read him. Mr. Trollope might 
have drawn, with justice, a darker picture of the despairing 
element in Thackeray’s cynicism ; but his presentation is, 
on the whole, very fair. Incidentally, we get some enter- 
taining glimpses of Mr. Trollope’s own experiences and 
methods. The only serious blemish we have noted in the 
book is the wholly gratuitous and in every way improper 
fling against Christianity on page 133,—a fling which, as we 
read the passage, seems evidently a personal expression of 
Mr. Trollope’s, and not a summary of the character of the 
work under review. (12mo, cloth, pp. vi, 206. New York: 
Harper & Brothers. Price, 75 cents.) 


The demands likely to be made upon a collection of hymns 
and tunes for social worship are not identical with those 
made by choirs; and hence it is somewhat common to put 
forth the same hymn and tune book in two forms,—one for 
church use, and one in more compact size for prayer-meeting 
and other social use. What may be called the prayer-meeting 
edition of that excellent collection, the Rev. Dr. .Charles S. 
Robinson’s Spiritual Songs, has just been published under 
the title of A Selection of Spiritual Songs, with Music, for wae 
in Social Meetings. It contains 553 hymns and 330 tunes, 
comprised in a square octavo volume of 237 pages. There 
is a good proportion of the newer pieces, English and 
American; but the number of the old standard hymns, 
which have stood the wear of years, is very large. The 
book is an excellent one, and is well fitted for its purpose. 
Dr. Robinson is certainly remarkably successful in making 
hymn-books which are neither unpractical on the one hand 
nor ephemeral on the other. (Sq. 8vo, cloth, pp. iv, 237. 
New York: Scribner & Co. Price, 75 cents.) 

Readers of the novels of George Eliot are well aware of 
the great store of material for thought which they contain. 
Matter for a whole essay is frequently put into a single page 
or paragraph by this thoughtful writer. One is not sur- 
prised, therefore, to find how much that is good is printed in 
the Impressions of Theophrastus Such, her new volume of what 
may be called graver social essays. They are founded on 
common sense, and are expressed in the author’s vigorous 
and yet very graceful style. We should add that the author 
does not shock the reader by the expression of any revolu- 
tionary ideas of religion which she may herself hold. The 
general tone of the book is nothing more nor less than 
soundly moral. It is issued by Harper & Brothers in two 
styles, The first, in neat type and binding, costs $1.25; 
the second, in the surprisingly cheap garb of the Franklin 
Square Library, is sold for ten cents. 








It often happens that a book review grows into a book. 
The labor of studying the subject increases upon the review- 
er’s hands, until his investigations become so extensive that 
he desires to put them within covers. Such was the origin 
of The Soul Here and Hereafter, by Professor Charles M. 
Mead, of Andover Theological Seminary. The work here 
chiefly reviewed in it is the late Dr. C. L. Ives’s “ Bible Doc- 
trine of the Soul;” but three or four later books are also 
brought under consideration. This volume scarcely rises to 
the dignity of a monograph ; but rather remains an extended 
review, covering a large part of the whole field. In the 
course of the discussion, however, Professor Mead finds 
opportunity to present, at considerable length, the arguments 
for the commonly received doctrine of the future life. 
(16mo, cloth, pp. xv, 462. Boston: Congregational Publish- 
ing Society.) 


A considerable amount of information concerning mis- 
sionary work under Baptist auspices, in various parts of 
Asia, Africa, and Europe, has been put into a compact form 
in a book entitled Missionary Sketches : a Concise History of 
the Work of the American Baptist Missionary Union. The 
author is the Rev. Dr. 8. F. Smith, an authority on the sub- 
ject of the missions of the Baptist churches. The style of 
the twenty-two chapters composing the book is direct and 
popular, and each is made short enough to permit it to be 
read aloud at a “missionary concert.” The accounts are 
brought down to date. (16mo, cloth, pp. 358. Boston 
W. G. Corthell. Price, $1.25.) 


LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 
Dr. William S. Plumer’s article on Experience, first printed 
in The Sunday School Times for April 6, 1878, has been 
issued as a pocket tract, by Phillips & Hunt, New York. 








To Church’s Stories from Virgil, Church’s Stories from 

omer, and Lamb’s perennial Tales from Shakespeare, the 
Harpers now add, in their Half-Hour Series, Tales from 
Euripides, by Vincent King Cooper. The price of the 
little book is twenty-five cents. 


Mr. Walter Besant, the English novelist, has put forth a 
sufficiently full biography, the only one ever written in 
English, of Gaspard de Coligny, the great French Protestant, 
whose murder, says the author, proved the death-blow to the 
French Keformation. Mr. Besant’s heartily enthusiastic 
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life of De Coligny is published as one of the twenty-five cent 
volumes of Harper’s Half-Hour Series. 


Mr. John A. Whipple, of Boston, has issued an American 
edition of William Lincoln’s Typical Foreshadowings in 
Genesis, hitherto published in Lcmdom. The price of Mr. 
Whipple’s reprint is fifty cents in paper or $1.00 in cloth,— 
not $1.00 and $1.50, as lately printed in this column. 


Mr. Eben. Shute, 52 Bromfield Street, Boston, has hit 
upon an ingenious idea in his “Temperance Pledge Auto- 
graph Album.” The book is of the size and style of an 
ordinary autograph album, but at the top of each page is 
printed the following: “The undersigned agree to abstain 
at all times from the use of all intoxicating liquors, as a 
beverage.” The use of the book, in the hands of an efficient 
pleader, may be made the means of much good. It is issued 
in two styles: the price of one being fifty cents, and of the 
other one dollar. 


The publication of the Rev. Dr. Richard Newton’s excel- 
lent Life of Jesus Christ for the Young has reached the 
thirty-second part. For some time the several installments 
of the work have been “double numbers,” two parts being 
issued together. The literary matter is prepared in the 
author’s well-known and attractive style; the typography is 
handsome ; and the steel and wood illustrations are of good 
quality, though the impression of the woodcuts on the paper 
is not always so clear as might be desired. The work is 
published by Gebbie & Barrie, of Philadelphia, and will 
be comprised in forty parts, at twenty-five cents apiece, or 
fifty cents for double numbers. 

Scribner & Co., of New York, have purchased from A. 8. 
Barnes & Co. the plates and copyrights of Dr. Charles 8. 
Robinson’s Songs for the Sanctuary; Chapel Songs (an 
abridgment of the foregoing); Psalms and Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs; Songs for Christian Worship; Songs of 
the Church; and Bible Songs (chiefly selections from Chapel 
Songs, and used in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church). 
Scribner & Co. will also issue ‘The Memorial Pulpit,” two 
volumes of Dr. Robinson’s sermons ; and his edition of the 
Psalms, for responsive reading in churches. These books, 
with the three already published by Scribner & Co. (Spir- 
itual Songs, Calvary Selection of Spiritual Songs, and Spir- 
itual Songs for Social Worship), make a total of eleven works, 
all of which are favorably known. The control of this list 
gives an important place to the firm of Scribner & Co., 
among American publishers of hymn-books. 





Messrs. Eldredge & Brother, of Philadelphia, well known 
as the publishers of a number of excellent educational works, 
propose to reissue in this country an English series of con- 
venient manuals for teachers, five in all, which shall give 
such carefully prepared aids in the art and science of teach- 
ing as are not elsewhere accessible in so convenient a form. 
The several subjects in order will be the cultivation of the 
senses, the cultivation of the memory, the use of words, dis- 
cipline, and class teaching. Each will be neatly printed and 
bound, will contain about a hundred pages, and will cost fifty 
cents. The first volume, The Cultivation of the Senses, is 
now ready, and contains many sound hints. This volume, 
like the others in the series, was originally prepared under 
the auspices of the Literature Committee of the English 
National Education Society, but has been revised in view of 
the needs of American teachers. 


FROM OUR NEIGHBORS. 


SKEPTICAL INFLUENCES ON SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL SCHOLARS. 
{ By the Rev. Robert Tuck, in The London Sunday-School Chronicle, } 

I. is the characteristic disposition of each age to imagine 
that the attacks made on the Christian faith in i are 
peculiarly subtle and dangerous ; and we are a little too 
ready to forget that Christianity has had to hold its own, 
age after age, in the presence of foes who have constantly 
varied their tactics, and changed their front. We have, 
nowadays, but the same old foes; they have, indeed, 
succeeded in casting up some new breastworks, but there 
is no more hope of their triumph over our faith from 
these, than they have realized from behind the defenses 
or the siege-works of past days. Our teachers should be 
cautioned against too desponding a view of infidel tri- 
umphs: the foes of religion are always ready to make a 
big and alarming noise with their boasting. 

Our great fear seems now to concern what is known as 
the “evolution theory; ” and the scientific declaration of 
the absolute reign of “law.” But these are matters 
which can never be apprehended, save by the educated ; 
and they are really very old questions, which men who 
philosophize have had to deal with ever since men began 


institutes, these subjects will no doubt be taken up, and 
they may give a skeptical turn to thought; and perhaps 
even some of our more intelligent teachers will be infiu- 
enced by these theories, and by the deductions of those 
who maintain them; but we do not think that the ad- 
vanced scientific teachings of the day, at present, seriously 
affect either our teachers, our scholars, or the parents of 
our scholars. 

Senior class teachers will need, however, to be well pre- 

pared if they are to guide aright the anxious and puzzled 

inquiries of the young people, whatever points they may 

concern ; and we suggest that the difficulty felt, will often 

be found to gather round the scientific terms that are 

used. Take this word “evolution ;” get the young man 

who declares his belief in it to put his idea into other 

and simpler words; then the whole thing will be likely 

to lose its fascination, the young man will feel he has 

uttered commonplace, and will find that he has really 

been deluded by a name. The very best cure for many a 

skeptical young man is a little skillful questioning in the 
Socratic mode, which will show to himself how little he 
really knows. Of course all dealing with young people’s 

skepticism must be tender and kindly and sympathetic. 

Bat we think the inquiry is of supreme importance, 

“What will be the diluted forms of modern infidelity 

which our children are likely to imbibe in the literature 
they read, and in the homes where they dwell?” It is, 

practically, this question which we, as teachers, are called 
upon so seriously to consider. 

One widespread result of the scientific teaching of the 
day, is the impression that the Bible is rivaled, if not 
outrivaled, as the rule of faith and practice, There 
is a pervading notion that it has been found out to be 
untrustworthy; and, in the classes of society from which 
our children come the Bible is pooh-poohed as being a 
sufficient guide for women and children, but only the 
new Bible of Science will do for men? The teachers who 
are sought by the working-classes make this a great point ; 
and they gain force on their audiences by setting promi- 
nently forth supposed discrepancies between the declara- 
tions of science and the statements of the Bible. 

This, we suspect, is one of the earliest notions imbibed 

by our scholars ; and it is the beginning of infidelity over 
which, as teachers, we need to watch. We may crush it 
in its egg by wise teachings concerning these discrepan- 

cies; by positive presentations of the grounds of our con- 
fidence in the divine word; and by the influence of our 
own reverent confidence in the divine book. 

Then, translated into the common language of men, 
the modern scepticism means this :—‘‘ Who wants a God? 
man can do all he needs for himself.’’ Modern discoveries 
and modern inventions have lifted man up to the worship 
of himself; and the modern government by the people, 
and combination to secure social good, all aid in making 
man so big, in his own view, that God is hidden out of 
sight. This is the root notion of the “secularism” and 
the “ positivism,” which are the great ideas of the work- 
ing classes. Man can raise society. Man can check 
human evils, Man can preside over his own develop- 
ment. Man need have no higher aim than the complete 
development of his own being, and the full adjustment of 
all his social relations. Man needs no Redeemer. 

From the midst of this kind of sentiment our children 
come to us. Such is the tone of thé conversation in 
many a workshop and mill, where our young men and 
women gather; and this is, practically, one of the gravest 
evils with which we have to deal. This, indeed, is the 
very essence of modern infidelity, and it is full of subtlety 
and power, because it appeals to the corruption of the 
human heart. 

We must méet this wisely in our classes. We must 
match the declarations of the divine word concern- 
ing man’s fall, and hopeless moral condition, with the 
facts of human history and human life; and we must 
constantly impress the immortality of man, as being made 
in the image of God, and as bearing relations to a world 
yet future and unseen. Positive teachings on man’s pro- 
bation and responsibility to God, will take the ground 
from beneath the teachings of the religion of humanity. 

Unbelievers have shown much insight in discerning 
that the very citadel of revealed religion, the key of the 
whole position of Christianity, is the person of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. If the picture of Christ be truly painted by 
Ohristians, from the model given us in the word, then 
God has intervened for the redemption of the world, and 
he has given a revelation in a book ; so infidelity in high 
places attacks the figure of the Christ. And infidelity, 
seeking the working classes, mocks and scorns the Christ 
of the Gospels, and over-reaches itself, and stamps its own 
folly by the mockery. Our children often hear the scorn 
and the frivolous quibble, and the supposed unanswerable 





to think at all. In our senior classes, and young men’s 





and for them, too often, the beginnings of infidelity are 
these suspicions of the integrity of Christ, and these jeers 
at the “supernatural” that gather about his sacred story. 

It is this, then, above all else, that we must wisely 
meet, This is the real skeptical danger of this, as it has 
been, also, of every Christian age. This never varies 
very much; exactly the same objections have been raised 
and answered, centuries since, as are raised with the 
utmost confidence in these days. You can find them in 
Tom Paine, for the masses; and in F. W. Newman, for 
the learned; and you may hear them at workingmen’s 
lectures on Sunday evenings now. They rise again con- 
tinually, and alas! so rising, they gain some of their old 
influence, 

We accept this as the key of our position. Jesus Christ, 
the manifested God and Saviour of men, must be the cen- 
ter of out teaching. The safeguard alike against intel- 
lectual skepticism, scientific dogmas, philosophical hard 
words, humanity schemes, and moral evils, as they are 
likely to influence our young people, lies in the full setting 
forth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Teach his life, his char- 
acter, his words, his works, his death, his resurrection. 
Kindle in the child-soul loving admiration for Jesus, and 
you will set a hedge about his mind and heart and life 
that neither ancient nor modern skepticism can over-pass. 





MAKING GOOD USE OF HOLIDAY-TIME. 


[From The London Teachers’ Storehouse. ] 


The time having come round again when we are all 
beginning to think and plan for our annual resting-time, 
we may profitably remind our readers and fellow-workers 
of the higher uses we ought to make of our holidays. 
A few days at least of rest and change seem to be quite 
necessary in these anxious, bustling days; and even in 
our Christian work we find the benefit of some “ times of 
refreshing.” But there is some reason to fear that Chris- 
tian people neither make their holidays distinctively 
Christian, nor get out of them the spiritual good which 
they might be made to afford. We need the relief from 
the mental strain of business, and the revival of bodily 
health and energy, but we really need still more the 
refreshing and invigorating of the spiritual life. The 
proper wish to send forth after our friends, as they start 
off by steamboat or rail, is the tender desire of the aged 
Apostle John :—“ Beloved, I wish above all things that 
thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul 
prospereth,” 

The Christian worker, when setting out for his holiday, 
should seek three things—rest for body and for mind; com- 
munion with nature; and the refeshment of personal piety. 

Resting-times even our Lord sought for himself and for 
his disciples. Because there were so many coming and 
going, so that they could get no leisure, Jesus said to the 
disciples, “Come ye apart into a desert place, and rest 
awhile.” And we seem to hear the Master’s voice calling 
us away from toil and bustle and strife when summer 
kindles beauty over earth and sky and sea. The Chris- 
tian man may seek full relief for a time from business 
interests. He ought to be able to put them quite aside. 
He should have, in each year, a season in which he might 
feel that it was right to be idle; some few days into which 
he might wake without the feeling that duty called, trains 
waited, and the strings of life must again be strained 
almost to breaking. There is a great joy in such times of 
simple quietness and rest. 

In our holidays we need communion with Nature. 
Crowded into our towns and cities, our mills and offices 
and shops, we are so oppressively surrounded with the 
works of man. Man built the houses, and paved the 
streets, and strung the telegraph-wires, and fashioned the 
engines,—man seems to be everywhere. So it is our best 
refreshing to get right away, where only God’s workings 
seem to be around us. Therefore it is most helpful to 
get right away and face the mighty swelling sea, which 
God rolls up in varying tides, floods with the beauty of 
the golden morning sheen, or the shimmering silver of 
the sweet moonlight. Or to wander away among the 
towering mountains or the jeweled lakes, where scarce 
sound is heard save the song, or the scream, of the wild 
birds, or the great thunder-voice of God We want the 
sense of the nearness of God. We need the purifying 
influence that Nature brings. We gain so great blessing 
as the eye is feasted with ever-changing beauty, and the 
soul is filled with the sense of the great, the oppressive, 
the mysterious, and the good, lying around us every- 
where. After talks with Nature, and tender communion 
with Nature’s Lord, we ought to come back to life-work 

more sincere, quiet, thoughtful souls; quickened with 
the power to find and see God everywhere; feeling as if, 
even within man’s town and toil, we could realize the 





objections made about our Lord’s sayings and doings; 


same all-gracious presence. 
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BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
chools, Fire Alarms, Farms, ete. FULLY 
WARRANTED, Catalogue sent Free. 
VANDUZEN & TIFT, Circinnati, O. 
M=ENZELY @1 & KIMBERLY. 
BELL FOUNDERS, TROY, N. Y. 

Manufacture a superior quality of BELLS. Special 
attention given to CHURCH BELLS. A@” Catalogues 
sent free to parties needing bells. 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIGHT. 


FRINKE’S PATENT REFLECTORS, 


Give the MOST POWERFU the SOFTEST, 
CHEAPEST, and the BEST ht known for 
Churches, Stores, Show Windows, Parlors, Banks, 
Off Picture Galleries, Theatres, Depots, etc. New 


igns, 
Sen of room. Get circular and estimate. 

A iiberal discount to churches and the trade, 

_ I. P. FRINE, 561 Pearl Street, New York. 


An experience of 30 years 
in lighting churches en- 
ables me to tell to a cer- 
tainty how many lights 
are required when size of 
room is given. Designs 
furnished on application, 
free. Weak churches liber- 
ally dealt with. 
A. J. WEIDENER, 
36 So. Second St., Philad’a. 


1 ERNS 
MAGICA INTERNS 



























EXHIBITIONS 


@, T MILLIGAN. 





72% VERSUS. 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 


ANLRDA 





The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





WORTH REPEATING. 


OUR CHRIST. 


{Lucy Larcom, in The Congregationalist. | 
In Christ I feel the heart of God 
Throbbing from heaven through earth : 
Life stirs again within the clod 
Renewed in beauteous birth, 
The soul springs up, a flower of prayer, 
Breathing his breath out on the air. 


In Christ I touch the hand .of God, 
From his pure height reached down, 
By blessed ways before untrod, 
To lift us to our crown ;— 
Victory that only perfect is 
Through loving sacrifice, like his. 


‘Holding his hand, my steadied feet 
May walk the air, the seas; 

On life and death his smile falls sweet 
Lights up all mysteries : 

Stranger nor exile can I be 

In new worlds where he leadeth me. 


Not my Christ only; he is ours; 
Humanity’s close bond ; 

Key to its vast, unopened powers, 
Dream of our dreams beyond. 

What yet we shall be, none can tell ; 

Now are we his, and all is well. 


CALLS FOR TENDERNESS, 
[From The Watchman. | 


Some one has said recently that we ought 
to have laws authorizing the killing of all 
persons who are afflicted with maladies 
both painful and incurable. Of course he 
was an atheist and materialist. Atheism 
and materiali-m, if prevalent, would un- 
doubtedly lead to this thing. We shall 
say nothing of the difficulty of deciding 
whether a disease is incurable or not, since 
diseases pronounced incurable often’ yield 
to time and patient good sense. We shall 
say nothing of the loss to the world which 
would occur should such men as Pascal 
and Kane be put to death because their 
lives are full of suffering. There is 
another aspect of the question. 

Until we become pune we cannot 
aff rd to live in a world where there is no 
grief to be assuaged. Kill off the sufferers, 
so that only the strong and the young 
remain, and our hearts will soon become 
unused to pity and hard as the millstone. 
We need the sick, the poor, the aged, to 
teach us mercy ‘and love and kindness. 
Think of a society in which there is no 
call for tenderness! Soon we should be 
found killing not only the miserable, but 
the merely inconvenient. We should 
scruple at no murder by which a tem} orary 
end might be gained or a temporary whim 
gratified. The heart, made callous as the 
rock, would know no reluctance and no 
remorse. 

But it is not enough for us to live in a 
world where there is suff-ring. We must 
bring ourselves into sympathetic contact 
with grief in order to be benefited by it. 
Into many households God has not sent 
the blessing of sickness; and its inmates 
need to go out to find that which is so nec- 

to their culture, and which Heaven 
has withheld from their own circle. And 
they need not go far. One who desires 
may find the poor, the weary, the needy, 
the diseased, in every place. 

We know persons, however, who studi- 
ously avoid all scenes of suffering. They 
never attend funerals, unless courtesy ab- 
solutely demands it. They never visit the 
sick. If their nearest relatives require 
nursing, if their own children are attack: d 
with disease, they have no large fund of 
sympathy and help, but spend the time in 
— over the hardness of their 
ot. 

We know others who seek in many ways 
to alleviate the griefs of mankind. We 
know a gentleman of wealth who encour- 
ages his children to spend a large part of 
the money he gives them in articles needed 
at the hospitals of the city in which he 
lives. If young men call on them at the 
t me appointed to visit the sick, they are 
asked to go also; and if they take no 
interest in ethe errand of mercy, they are 
set down as unworthy of special attention. 
When these girls travel, they take with 
them, as companions, some of their poor 
acquaintances to whom the advantages of 
travel are denied. Several have been per- 
mitted in this way to go through Europe ; 
and several, introduced to the ooh society, 
have formed matrimonial alliances there 
which they never could have made but for 
the considerate kindness of their wealthy 
friends, who were above the meanness of 
choosing associates exclusively from the 
rich. We know a church near Boston 


among whose members a club is formed to 
visit the hospitals of the city, and sing for 
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the entertainment of the inmates, who 
cann: t hear music at concerts or at church, 
We know many who contribute to help 
the children of the poor escape. from the 
slums of the city in the hot weather. 
These are the persons who grow most in 
manhood and womanhood. Their hearts 
are made large and tender by their minis- 
trations. 

In which class shall we place ourselves? 
Among those who caunot look on s»ffer- 
ing? Or among those who bear to it their 
help? Weare persuaded that people in 
general go through the world without per- 
ceiving half the opportunities for the cul- 
ture of tenderness which God has given 
them. 


HOW EVERY MAN CAN HELP 
THE TEMPERANCE CAUSE. 


{From an address by Canon Farrar. ] 


I urge you the duty of self-denial for the 
sake of others. If you are fond of drink, 
abandon it before it be too late for your 
own sake; if you are not fond of it, it will 
cost you nothing to give it up. We areall 
face to face with a hideous a degrading, a 
colossal evil. The legislature either can- 
not or will not help us. Warning, preach- 
ing, moral inflaence, even extended educa- 
tion, fails to help us; increased wages, 
diminished hours of work, ouly deepen our 
peril and our loss. There is one way, and 
one way only; but that is a certain and 
an easy way by which not merely to check, 
but even to annihilate, the curse. It is 
that every one of us should cease to con- 
tribute to this monster evil the penny of a 
contribution or the shadow of an example. 
The use of that deadly, peculiar, and 
wholly unnecessary substance is so far 
inseparable from the abuse, that where the 
individual use is, there the national abuse 
will be. Unrestricted liquor traffic will, to 
the end of time, mean for myriads intense 





temptation ; temptation means drunken- 
ness; drunkenness means d ation, 
horror, ruin, crime. You are a Ohristian. 


Will you give up a needless luxury to help 
in saving others from a blasting cur-e? 
You are a patriot. Will you give up a 
poor tickling of the palate, an unwhole- 
some tingling of the brain, to rescue your 
nation from a blighting degradation TF 
ou do not help, at least be ashamed to 
inder. Call not those fanatics who would 
clear their conscience from every taint of 
so dangerous a leaven. Do not gild a self- 
indulgence with the Ophir gold of Holy 
Scripture, or hide the forehead of a luxury 
under the phylactery of a scribe. 

Not long ago there was in a certain col- 
liery an explosion by which four hundred 
miners were suddenly hurled amid shattered 
ruins into horrible death. It was caused 
by a single miner who had opened his 
me: -lamp to light his pipe. To that pipe 

acco were sacrificed four hundred pre- 
cious lives of fathers, of husbands, and of 
sons; and, alas! on the bodies of not a few 
of those who perished in that fiery blast 
were found duplicate keys by which, hither- 
to with impunity, they had done the same, 
Alas! my brethren, England and Scotland 
are such a mine; they are full of the explo- 
sive fire-damp of intemperance, In all socie- 
ties it hangs dense around us in the peril 
ous and pestilential air. Do not say that 
there is none of this flaming peril around 
you; that you may open your safety- — 
and no harm come of it. It may be so; 
may nut be so. You could not, you nod Fry 
not, do it if you were sure that there was 
danger ; ; for that—as you see at once— 
would be a deadly selfishness and an atro- 
cious crime. But you cannot be sure that 
there is not danger. Is the gain worth the 
risk? Is the transient and animal indul- 
gence worth the permanent and eternal 
peril? Noharm may come to you; but 
if harm comes to others who are reassured 
by your example, you, even you, will have 
helped to perpetuate a frightful curse, 
whose effects, in shattering blast after shat- 
tering blast, shall be flapped in echoes of 
ruin and of misery, too late for penitence, 
amid generations yet unborn. The fatal 
and the fatally common key of that. safety- 
lamp i is what is called ‘moderate drink- 
ing.” If in this particular struggle you 
would be patriots, if in this matter you 
would show your true love for your brother 
men,—fling it away. Like the Nazarites 
of old, like the children of Jonadab the 
son of Rechab, drink neither wine nor 
strong drink, so long as by it you make 
weak or cause to stumble, or tempt into 
ruin and misery, the soul—the priceless 
soul—of a brother ; the soul of your brother 
for whom Christ died. 


T*. Review Chart ona: Responsive Review Exercises 
foun ky Scholars’ Gaenterty ane are also pub- 

itched tu feat et form at 75 cents per hundred copies, 

postage pald, 





ORGANBE ATTY PIANO 


$340 ORGAN FOR $60. $1,000 PLANO FOR $256. 








(NEW STYLE, NO. 2023 


PIANO sacare at 

le No. 

2 oe Magnificent } case, oy ae = oo n and 
one-third octaves, Beatty's full agraffe iron scale. Allround 
corn rs,and bac * finishe dsa .eas front. French grand 
action. Beautiful fret desk. Handsomely carved pedals. 
Heavy rosewood moulding around the entire instrument. 
Fully w arrante ~d for six years, Sentanywhere on half month 
test trial. (@"Nomoneyr = d until you have fully tested 
the Pianoat your own home. Order at once, If you are 
not entirely satisfied with the instrument you are under no 


— whatever to keep it, Monopolists’ price, about 


MY PRICE ONLY $255 


Thousands Now in Use that are 


NEW S _e=@> GIVING ENTIRE SATISFACTION. 
or “Upon my return from Europe in 1878 I advertised 

largely “‘ Beatty’s offer for this month. This beautiful Piano Up- 

right P Parlor Stops, two Knee-Swells, three sets of Reeds, in solid black walnut aw 


r Organ, style No. rteen 
dsome French Vepeoring, a = solid walnut. Weight when boxed, about 250 pounds; height, 58 in.; depth, 
oss 50in.,” etc. at was the demand for this beautiful Piano Upright Parlor Organ our men at the factory wer re 
compelled to work untfivoclodk Me ton lLorders, Monopolists’ price for this instrament, about $340.00, 
In orderto meet the public demand this unparalleled offer fs extended 
until further notice. We have made a judicious and large CASH purchase 
“et — best material which enter into its construction, at an extremely low 
, and are thus enabled to continue to sell this beautiful new style at 
the unpreceden’ roe Pine of only $85. rt on Bad as eve ry instrument when introduced into a new locality sells others, 
asit becomesa standing advertisement for me in your own home, Thusit isthat I am enabled to sell this instrument, 
in RD to ER it NOV at this very low. price. 
ow To assure Souren if that you can secure these unparalleled offers you must order now, 
s asl cannot aren e to keep them down thus low for any definite time. I may be 
able to D it ER a NO month or I may be able to continue it six months or a year. One thing is certain: the price never 


will be lower, and may atany me be higher, so if you have thoughts of buying a Piano or Organ in the near future you 
must order now to Pome yurself of epese spiendid dic offers, (kr Large Newspaper, with much valuable information 











SA Take notice, 


Lilustrate 


about cost of Pianos and . sent FRE 
DAMEL F. BEATTY, Washington, New Jersey, U. 8. America. 








TWENTY CENTS WILL SECURE for THREE MONTHS, on TRIAL, THE 


NATIONAL" sciico. TEACHER 


Regular yearly subscription, $1.50; Clubs of 5 or more, $1.25 each. 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


1879, SUNDAY-SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS, 1879, 


GOSPEL ECHOES. JES. {tc nymns a 
Price, 30 cts. ; $3 per doz. ; 


Gives perfect satisfaction wherev 
J. 
PEARLY GATES. (2.5 nosnonane re itnnews 


Every Sunday-school can afford it. Price, per di per li 








STAPLES. A new and choice collection of sparkling, bright, cheer- 
hymns and songs for the wey fy Prayer and Praise Meetings. 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


The Three numbers of 


GOSPEL HYMNS, 


introduced by Messrs. Moody & Sankey at Relig- 
tous Meetings, are pre-eminently popular. Mil- 
lions are already in use, and they can be profit- 
ably used by millions more. 

Gospel Hymns are issued in 3 vols., designated 
as No. 1, No, 2, No.3. Price for each : 

Music Edition, in Boards, $30 per 100; 35 
cents by mail. Words only, Paper Covers, $5 
per 100; 6 cents by mail. 

Sold by Booksellers everywhere. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
73 Randol a oo. | 76 East Ninth Street, 
CHIC NEW YORK. 


IF YOU WANT 


A GooD 


ABBATH-SCHOOL 
INGING BOOK 


Don’t fail to send for one from the 








following supe- 


rior list : 

WELCOME TIDINGS. By Lowry, Doangand BLIiss 

CME s.s6 66 6} d's By P. P. Buss 

eo es By H. R PaLMER 

EVE Y SABBATH. By T, C. OKAN®P 
an By Go. F. Roor 


By KINZIE and GARRIEL 
By Buiss, SAsKKy, Moe- 


GOSPEL HYMNS, No. 1. 
ae 3 . } GRANABAN and STEBRINS 


*,* Single Copies bound in boards, rent by mail upon 
rec. ipt of 35 cents; $30 per hundred by express. 


PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


66 West FourTH 8Sr., 805 BROADWAY: 
Cincinnati, O. New York. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 








An Attractive Work. 


HYMNS AND CAROLS 


For Church and Sunday-school. 


BY ALICE NEVIN. 











With Music. Square Crown 8yo. 
Per dozen, $5.00. 


This work has been prepared to meet a strongly felt 
and grows want fora more devotional and educa 
tional order of praise to be used in the service of the 
Suoday-school. The greatest care has been taken in 
the seiection of the hymns and tunes and it is confi- 
dently believed that the volume will give satisfaction 
wherever used. 


Boards. 50 cents. 
Extra cloth, 80 cents. 


*,* For sale by all Booksellers, or will be sent by 
mail, postpaid, upon receipt of the price, by 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Publishers, 
715 and 717° MARKET ‘St., PHILADELPHIA, 





MORNING STAR. {8 Sccstit revivalist, anthor ot Sparciing Jew 
Gate, etc. Price, 35 cts.; $3.60 per doz. ; $30 per 100, 


You will make either of these books. S@” A copy of either seni mail on receipt 
price, or one each for TB.conts. Specimen pags ree. CS ae « ¥ + 
BOOK CERN. Cincinnati. Ohio, or Oskaloosa, Iowa. 


the late Knowles Shaw, 
Shining Pearls, Gold 





HORIZONTAL FREEZER, 


THE MOST ECONOMICAL FREEZER IN THE WORLD. 


Will produce three quarts of Ice Cream, Frozen Fruit, Custards, etc., of the finest quality, in every 
respect, ready for immediate use, consuming less than four pounds of ice and fiwe minutes’ time, 


Prices FaMILy SizEs. PRICES SALOON SIZEs. 


8 quart, - . - - - $5 50 Tin can. Co can. 

4 om - . - - - 6 50 12 quart, $25 00 00 

6 - - - - - 8 00 — 40 00 52 00 

. . - - - - 10 00 - 50 00 64 00 
o * 60 00 76 00 


CASH DISCOUNT, 20 PER CENT. 


. G. BLATCHLEY, 440 Market St., Philadelphia, 





NATIONAL QUARTERLY ovizn QUARTER 


Contains two pages devoted to each Lesson, a Map showing Paul’s Travels, a Mode! 
Program, an Opening Responsive Exercise, a Review Exercise, a Temperance 
Lesson, and six pages of Music. The Questions are Clear, StimulatingsThorough. 





100 Copies for three months cost only - - = $3.60 
50 Copies for three months cost only - - = 1.50 
25 Copies for three months cost only - ~ “75 

Specimen Copy 3 Cents; Single Copy, per year, - 012 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO.,, CHICAGO, ILL. _ 
BEFORE BUYING OR RENTING A 


CABINET ORCAN 


Be sure to send for om LatEee OaTALOGUE bry 
CIBCULABS with NEW sT REDUCED PRICES ( 


tnd inuen informaiton, “send Hes i ad Mason Ran 


ORGAN O0O., Boston Be New Pres Maso or Chicago, 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the od aan as well as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The 
Sunday School Times. 
















THE 


LESSON SYSTEM ; 


The Story of Its Origin and Inauguration, 
BY 


SIMEON GILBERT, 


Editor of The Advance. 
Flexible Cloth, 12mo, 60 cents. 


It is a complete discussion of the origin of 
the Lesson System, its anticipatory beginnings, 
partial approaches and preparations, stages of 
progress, etc. 

Incidentally Mr. Gilbert discusses, in a con- 
densed and admirable manner, Sunday-school 
Conventions, Institutes, the Chautauqua idea, 
Sunday-school reforms, etc., etc. It is one of 
the most comprehensive and satisfactory of our 
recent Sunday-school issues. 


PHILLIPS & HUNT, 
805 Broadway, New York, 





An Order of Service. 


There is a great démand for the Order of 
Service contained in the Scholars’ Quarterly 
for this quarter. Consequently it has been 
printed on separate sheets, and can be mailed 
to any address, It can be used by any school, 
even where the Scholars’ Quarterly is not used. 
On the back of each sheet is printed the Re- 
sponsive Review Exercise, a part of which can 
be used on each Sunday, and the whole making 
& most appropriate reading for the review Sun- 
day at the end of the quarter. Price, 75 cents 
per hundred copies. Sent by mail without 
cost of postage to the purchaser. Address, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
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GET THE BEST. 


THE “OXFORD” 





TEACHERS’ BIBLES. 


IN SEVEN DIFFERENT SIZES. 

AT PRICES FROM $1.50 UPWARDS. 
Apply to your bookseller for lists, or write to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 

No. 42 Bleecker Ctrest, New York. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


ANTED. yw men ching Bible 
sell my “Object Teachin, — 

“The idea of oa orcing and ~ =P the text of 
this ‘ Book of all woe by truthful an descriptive 
illustrations, is, in y Sarnen a@ most excellent 
one; and in'this aivempt Mr. Ho as succeed 
in giving. as I think, the best copy of the Bible 
extant.”—Gov. A. H. CoLquitt, Geor 

“ will guarantee men who are successful from $600 

to $1500, efler three months’ experience. Give age, 
territory wanted, and send this. 
W. J. HOLLAND, Springfield, Mass. 


AGENTS WANTED for Dr. March’s New Book 


FROM DARK T0 DAWN 


In this new volume the Fepeiar . Author of Niext 





SCENES IN THE BIBLE with vivid and thrill- 
tng force the woes ah ith, and adds fresh 
to the and sublimity of the 


its will find this Book with 
, and rich 
Liberal. Or. 


eens re Fa, — 
ing ng tho 

— the Te in the market. forme 

©. McCURDY & OO., Phila., Pa. ras 


per iia 

ALESTINE. 

gexigns made in Mpalesiing’ by b = Christian asa of 
Ly = 


and superbly printed dge, to illus- 
trate a a New Work by an American 


“ For the first time Ay have ” crathfel, Sill illus- 
tration of our Lord’s life.” — 
“ There have been no such til ions of the Bible 
ull now.” —New York Times. 
“In the highest test of all, Bida has outdone all 
other artists.—C hristian Union. 


Intelligent perrons ¢ large church acquaintance 
wanted |: take orders. Three enterprising men have 
secured 2900 subscriptions f r it. Teas 


Forres owarn # HULRFRT New York. 
“ 176 
Pages of the choicest 
Music for Sunday 
Schools, Prayer 
and Praise Meet- 
ings, and a fine 
selection of 
MetreTunes 
for Church 




















MEN, 


DAY SoHOOL 
this to be decided] 
BOOK ever published, 


choicest music,including an 
elementary department on 
“Theorr ef Music” by J. H! 


tions from over 60 of the best Hymn 
and Music writersintheland. Sin- 
gle copy 35c.—#3.60 per dozen—#30. per 
100. CRIDER @ BROTH ER, 
Publishers, YORK, PA. 


“BLACKBOARD CRAYON, 


PUBLISHED ONLY FOR 
SUNDAY SCHOOLSUPERINTENDENTS 


” PRICE S0¢ FER YEAR,POSTAGE PAID. 


SAMPLE COPY FREE! 


Rey PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co. 
PROVIDENCE,R.|! 








~~ Unsurpassed as a Teacher's Help.” 


Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., : 
ys 





EDITOR. 
Rev. J. M. Freeman, \ 


ASSOCIATE, 


SS 
SS “Unapproachable 
apy as an aid to 
AS Teachers and 
Superintendents.” 
S RITE for a Specimen Copy to 
Shillips & Hunt, Publishers, 
OS TPHOADWAY, NEW VORK 
In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised ¢ in this paper, 


you will ol ~ ell as the 
advertiser, Proctor] C  @ the adver- 





BLACKBOARDS. 


Any Sunday-school superintendent wishing a Revolv- 
ing Blackboard, will find the style represented by this 
picture far more satisfactory for his use than the old-fash- 
ioned revolving boards, A medium sized board,—3x4} feet 
—giving on both sides a surface of 27 square feet, costs $14. 
A very large board 4x6 feet, giving on both sides a surface 
of 48 square feet, costs $17. Sent by express or freight, as 
directed, at the expense of the purchaser. No charge for 
boxing and shipping. 

The following is taken from The National Sunday 
School Teacher, for April: “The publisher of the Sunday 
School Times does furnish excellent blackboards, just as he 
advertises. We have one in our own school, and so speak 
from personal knowledge. It is tastily gotten up, swings 
easily on a pivot, fastens itself by a spring, and has an 
excellent surface. We should atlvise superintendents want- 
ing a blackboard to order one of these in preference to the 
clumsy, ill-made, and inconvenient specimens which so often disfigure a Sunday-school room,” 
Address, JOHN D. WATTLES, 

810 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Notice! 


In order to increase the demand for their goods, Messrs. Wemple and Kronheim, pub- 
lishers of Day and Sunday-school Reward Cards, will, on application, deliver, free of 
all charges, to any Sunday-school superintendent or teacher, a very beautiful Floral 
Pan with appropriate motto, which may be presented to the best scholar, or be used for 
the decoration of the school-room, as may seem most suitable. Address 


WEMPLE & KRONHEIM, 
<= 79 White Street, New York. 


THE WEEKLY SUN, 


A large Eight-page Sheet of Fifty-six broad Col- 
umns, will be sent, post-paid, to any address, till] 
January 1, 1880, 
-FOR HALF A DOLLAR, 

_The Sun, New York City. 


j {{iavesvos 610 NELEDOORA CAERREOEED SRRAMMBAD 6501 HU TAEELLOTNCORDOL ONY 
. 











Address, 








nia, you can, with the utmost 
satisfaction, purchase the newest 
goods for the lowest city prices at the 


GRAND DEPOT, PHILADELPHIA, O 


AY DRY GOODS JOHN 


Outfitting House of fod WANAMAKER. ° 


ordered are sent, and 
pected, are willingly i 
money refunded. 

with directions for 
postpaid upon re- 


| Only the exact goods 
even then, if not as ex- 
exchanged,or the 
Samples or prices, 
ordering, mailed 
ceipt of postal card specifying what is 

desired, and no obligation to pur- 

chase if prices are not satisfactory. 


Address MAIL DEPARTMENT 
Gp For Samples and aesee 


“NO report, pHiLAdeL 


<ZITSY 


£5 
TATE THE PAPER YOU § Ou - 








“AUTOMATIC” 


Sitent Sewinc Macuine. 


NO REGULATING OF TENSIONS. 


OUR UNION WEB HAMMOCK. — ‘ 








oe. Py tea 10 feet long, has om ot bed, sustains 500 pounds, 







ar lor, very handsome. On a hot day, in the ant e, it is rest anc 4 NO. PREPARATORY EXPERIMENTS. 
fr = "Be yr iy good for ity and oo oe Keep cool; take comf 7 
© happy. Reduced price $1 00, and postage, $2 ots. "A much larger Ham NO ADJUSTING OF NEEDLES. 

ck, price $2.00, postage, 25 cts. Money refunded if not sati sfactory. , PREPARING | 


NO PREPARING OF SHUTTLES. 
NO WINDING OF BOBBINS. 
NO COAXING OR TESTING. 


PERRY MASON & CO., 41 Temple Pl., Boston, Mass. 


BANKRUPT SALE ,°F SOnneRy Pio: 

Having purchased a large stock of very fine Embossed But INSTANT and IMMEDIATE READINESS 

Pictures, Cards, and Chromos at a forced sale, we wiil 

offer for a abort time unexam: _— bargains in these | FOR ALL KINDS of WORK. 

» S ckage contain u c 

ures, with price list Lic 100 so F- t large Pic. | Oome and see it, expecting much, and you will yet be 
rare chance for Agents. Stamps taken, | astonished at its ts marvelous workings. It is far superior 

Bt. Nicholas Publishing Co.. 80 Beekman Street, N. x | to any possible repeqsentauon of it. D. 8. EWING, 
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tisement in 17292 Box 2793 %, 


Horsford’s 
ACID PHOSPHATE. 


(LIQUID.) 


For Dyspepsia, Mental and Physi- 
cal Exhaustion, Nervousness, 
Diminished Vitality etc. 


Prepared qooerdiag to the directions of E. N. Hors 
ford, late Professor in Harvard University. 


There seems to be no difference of opinion in high 
medical authority, of the value of phosphoric d, 
and no preparation has ever been offered to the public 
which seems to so happily meet the general want as 


It is not nauseous, but agreeable to the taste. 
No danger can attend its use. 

Its action will harmonize with such stimnu- 
lants as are necessary to take. 

It makes a delicious drink with water and 
sugar only. 

Prices reasonable. Pamphlet giving further par- 
ticulars mailed free on application to manufacturers. 


Manufactured by the RUMFORD CHEMICAL 
WORKS, abelian } - ‘ 





aed i On need simple nourishment rather than 
medicine, and how to afford this when the child has 
little power to assimilate is fully met in Ridge’s 8 Food. 





J&R. L Lamb, 59 Carmine St.N.Y. 
CHURCH FURNITURE 


Communion Tables, Pulpits, ete, 


_ Exclusively fo. for Church 1] | Purposes. 
Silk 8.8. Banners, Colors & Gold, ¢ $5 each. 


Texts and Mottoes for decoration ‘in 
great variety. [ll. Catal of 
Furniture, 10c. Decorat nod 

_&72tand Banners, 10 cents, — 


‘SLNTEMANTELS | 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all other 
Slate > — Ta mel Lek g on hand or made to order. 

No. 1210 Ripek AVENUE. 
SOREPH 8. 8. “MILLER, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agent for the celebrated Plorence 01) 
Stever for cooking and heating purposes. Agents 
vanted Send for yn 


“y Great Reduction in Price. 
CAXTON PRESS. 


Self-Inking, only $13. 
COLUMBIAN P ES, Selt- 
Inking, from $25 to $56; will do the 
work of a $250 Press. Presses from 
$3.50. moons for catalogue. 
CURTIS & MITC 
6) Federal Street =. Mass. 


COLUMBIA “BICYCLE. 


A practical road 
machine. An ordi- 
nary rider can dis- 
tance the best horse 
in a day’s run. On 
exhibition at 813 Arch 
Street, Philadelphia. 
Send 3 cent stamp for 

price-list, and 24 
catalogue, with Frail 
information. 


THE POPE MF’G CO., 


94 Summer St., Boston, Mass. 


PRESTON, KEAN & CO., 


BANKERS, 


100 WASHINGTON STREET, CHICAGO. 



















Buy, sell, and exchange U. S. Bonds. 
Deal in County, City, School, and State Bonds, 
ip ae Leet ee 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of 








The Times in good condition, and have them 
at hand for reference, should use a binder. 
We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, 
plain binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, 
half leather, for $1.50. These binders have 
been made expressly for The Times, and are 
of the best manufacture. The papers can be 
placed in the binder week by week, thus 
keeping the file complete. Address, 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 





a _— and Retail 127 Chestnut St., Phila- 
and at the same ome n 8 gees one. ~ sazapies 
The Bandar dchool ool Times. Land yottued os ts > e Uae PR Le EE 
cen| = . 
dred a — handred. No extra charge for postage. 


610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 





